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ANNALS OF IOWA. 


Be. ‘Vou. V, No. 4. Des Mornzs, Iowa, January, 1902. 3D Sens. 


COLONEL WILLIAM H. KINSMAN. 


BY GENERAL GRENVILLE M. DODGE. 


William H. Kinsman was born in Nova Scotia, Kings 
County, in the town of Cornwallis, in 1834. His father was: 
Theodorus Kinsman, a small farmer, and his mother the: 


_ daughter of an old sea captain. Young Kinsman went to sea, 


shipping as cabin boy at the age of 15. He remained at sea 


for over four years, saving his money. Soon after his re- 


turn home he came to Columbia County, N. Y., where he at- 
tended an academy for two years, and then went to Cleve- 
land, Ohio, where he engaged in writing local editorials for- 
a newspaper, attending a law school during the time he re-- 
mained in that city, in which he took a full course of lec-- 
tures. In the spring of 1858 he entered the law office of 


Clinton & Baldwin, Council Bluffs, to complete his studies. 


On the motion of Judge Baldwin he was admitted to practice 
at the October term, 1858. 

In 1859 he caught the gold fever, and took his knapsack. 
and all the rations he could carry, and tramped from Coun-. 
cil Bluffs to Pike’s Peak, some six hundred or more miles,. 
where he engaged in any kind of labor he could find to do. 
He located a placer mine, which he worked for a short time. 
During his tramp to and stay in Colorado, he corresponded 
with The Council Bluffs Nonpareil, writing very sensible, 
practical letters, under the nom de plume of “Jack Taffrail’’.. 
In the winter of 1859 he returned to Council Bluffs, and 
taught a short term of school in that city. He then vis- 
ited Washington City as the correspondent of sundry news-- 
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papers, but remained onlya few months. Returning to Coun- 
cil Bluffs, he formed a co-partnership with the Hon. D. C. 
Bloomer. In July, 1860, he commenced the practice of his 
profession. 

I first became acquainted with Kinsman when he entered 
the law office of Clinton & Baldwin. Isoon discovered he was 
a young man of energy, intelligence and great ambition, and 
that he took a lively part in political and all other matters 
that interested the city and State. I induced him to join the 
Council Bluffs Guards, which he entered as a private, taking 
a great interest in the Company. His stay with them, of 
course, was short, but as soon as he returned to Council 
Bluffs in 1860 he again joined, and, if I recollect rightly, 
‘was made second lieutenant. It was uphill work maintaining 
an independent military company of fifty or more members 
in a small town, without any aid from the State, or local en- 
couragement whatever. The company was kept alive through 
patriotism and the desire of those who belonged to it to be- 
come drilled and efficient soldiers. It took a good deal of 
urging to get many young men to join the company, as they 
had to furnish their own uniforms, which many of them could 
not afford to do, and many of the older citizens, instead of 
encouraging, opposed it. It was the only company in the 
western part of the State. Perhaps there was one, certainly 
not more than two, in the eastern part of the State. The ef- 
fort was looked upon as foolish, and it was difficult to raise 
funds necessary to maintain the company. Kinsman, in his 
-enthusiasm, induced many to join it. 

In the political campaign of 1860 Kinsman was also very 
ractive, It fell to my lot to take part in the thorough organ- 
ization of the Republican side of politics on the Missouri 
‘slope. The party there was unorganized; in fact, a Repub- 
lican was looked upon rather as an outlaw than a citizen, as 
that portion of Iowa was settled mostly from the south and 
by the Mormons. The Baldwins, Mr. Bloomer, Kinsman and 
other prominent citizens, took an active part in the cam- 
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paign, thus giving us a creditable standing. Kinsman was 
very aggressive and got into personal conflicts, saying things 
that brought upon him considerable criticism. He was abso- 
lutely devoted to me, and ready to do anything I asked him, 
no matter what the result might be, or the consequences to 
himself, and I therefore became very much attached to him be- 
fore the war. 

In 1861, as soon as it became evident that the South 
would secede, I called the Council Bluffs Guards together, 
and informed them that in case of war I proposed to take 
part, and that I thought it was our duty to make known our 
decision in the matter, also to offer our services to the Gov- 
ernor. Kinsman very eloquently seconded my little talk, be- 
ing aggressive and determined, and absolutely demanding of 
every loyal person present that he take up arms for his gov- 
ernment. When the vote was taken the entire company au- 
thorized me to offer their services to the Governor, and I 
think Kinsman was about the happiest man at their action that 
Lever met. This, I think, was the first company offered to 
the Governor, although it is possible that one in the eastern 
part of the State was offered first. The records show that 
the Governor declined to accept us, stating that as it was the 
only company in western Iowa, and located near two fron- 
tiers, Missouri on the south and the Indians on the north and 
west, he felt that the settlers there needed its protection. 
The action of the Governor induced me to offer my services 
personally to the United States government, being determ- 
ined to enter the service. Learning this the Governor placed 
me on his staff, and sent me on special duty to Washington 
and other places. When I left the Bluffs I promised the 
company, especially Kinsman, that I would use all my en- 
deavors to have it accepted as part of one of the regiments 
being raised in the State. As soon as I was made Colonel, 
and authorized to raise the 4th Iowa, I immediately notified 
Lieuts. Craig and Kinsman, and gave them authority to fill out 
the roll for Company B and recruit it to itsfullstrength. Ina 
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short time I heard that they had it full, and when I returned 
to the Bluffs the company was ready to be mustered in. Kins- 
man was mustered with his company ( B) as second lieutenant, 
but soon rose to become its captain, the first lieutenant, P. A. 
Wheeler having been made regimental quartermaster, and 
Captain S. H. Craig, on account of physical disability, hav- 
ing been compelled to resign. Kinsman was promoted to the 
captaincy October 10, 1861, at Rolla, Missouri. He wasa 
very efficient officer, very sanguine, and rather restive under 
strict discipline. He thought if a soldier could shoulder a 
musket and shoot it, that was about all that should be re- 
quired of him. He had not then learned what was necessary 
to prepare a man for battle, and he felt that my severe drill- 
ing and disciplining of the regiment was uncalled for, as did 
most of the regiment; but none of the men ever protested 
openly. Kinsman, who probably was as near or nearer to me 
than any other man in the regiment, often talked to me about 
it, and always arrived at the conclusion that I must be right, 
but still he could not understand the necessity. He 
moved along in the campaign from Rolla to Pea Ridge, doing 
his full duty, and always anxious to aid me. Icould call upon 
him for any work, whether it was that of a soldier, clerk or 
correspondent, and I think he watched me more carefully 
and took more interest in me than I did in myself. He 
could not well stand the slow movements of Fremont, or the 
great delay in obtaining the proper equipment, clothing, etc., 
for the regiment. He wanted to take the short road to every- 
thing, which, of course, would have been the long one. In 
the preliminary fights on our march south, up to the great bat- 
tle of Pea Ridge, I noticed that he was very active, very 
anxious to get to the front, and that the sound of a cannon 
or a gun stirred him immediately. 

During all this time he kept in correspondence with the 
home local paper, The Council Bluffs Nonpareil, giving 
every movement, every detail and every item that would be 
of interest to the people at home. He was especially sympa- 
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thetic over the great amount of sickness and the many 
deaths that occurred in the regiment at Rolla. The4th Iowa 
was mostly made up of country boys, and they had almost 
every known disease while in camp that winter at Rolla. At 
one time nearly half the regiment was down. 

At the battle of Pea Ridge I was instructed to make a de- 
tail of three companies to hold the extreme left of Col. Carr’s 
division, which was the Pea Ridge mountain. This ridge 
divided Gen. Curtis’ army, Col. Carr’s division occupying 
ground to the east and north of the mountain and facing Gen. 
Price’s army—Gen. Davis with his division occupying the west 
and south sides of the mountain, fronting Gen. Van Dorn. This 
mountain made a division of Van Dorn’s army, and he made 
a fatal mistake in dividing his force and sending part under 
Price to attack our rear, giving us the short interior line, while 
his line was so long and his divisionsso far apart that he could 
not reinforce either division of his army by details from an- 
other. They were not in close touch throughout the battle. 
Van Dorn’s army was fully double that of Curtis, and if he 
had attacked with his whole force from the west, there is no 
doubt that we would have had a much harder struggle and 
probably a different result. As that detail was to be away 
from me, out of my reach, and it was necessary to depend 
upon the judgment of the officer commanding, I selected 
Capt. Kinsman with his own company and two companies of 
the 24th Missouri. Kinsman in his report says that his com- 
mand was stretched out across the south end of the mountain 
as skirmishers, and the enemy thought they were a whole 
regiment, and when opposed they were opposed only by skir- 
mishers. They held their position throughout the first day 
and had only one man wounded. Going over their front the 
next day he found eleven dead, shot with musket balls. 
There were some Indians with the enemy who shot arrows. 
Like all the rest of the officers and men of the 4th, he had 
no sleep for the two nights. I find in my official report the 
following on his action that day: 
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Company B, under Capt. Kinsman, with two companies of the 24th 
Missouri, were on the 7th ordered to the extreme left of the division, to 
hold our left flank and check the enemy upon the high hill—Pea Ridge. 
He did this very effectively that day and rendered very efficient service. 

He joined the regiment again about 5 o’clock that even- 
ing and took part in the final charge that day ordered by 
Gen. Curtis in person. Gen. Curtis speaks of this charge as: 
follows: 


As I came up the 4th Iowa was falling back for cartridges, in line, dress- 
ing on their colors, in perfect order. Supposing with my reinforcements 
I could entirely regain our lost ground, I erdered the regiment to halt and 
face about. Col. Dodge came up, explaining the want of cartridges, and 
informed of my purpose, he ordered a bayonet charge, and they moved 
again with steady nerve to their former position, where the gallant 9th was: 
ready to support them. These two regiments won imperishable fame. 


The 4th Jowa had held its position all day, but the 2d 
brigade posted at Elkhorn tavern had been driven back early 
in the afternoon leaving my brigade unsupported on either 
flank, and the enemy had passed clear around me and into 
my rear, and I did not discover it until out of ammunition. 
My adjutant, Gen. James A. Williamson, in going for am- 
munition ran into a rebel regiment in my rear, where the Ist 
brigade had been posted. This, of course, forced me to with- 
draw my brigade and join our line in our rear, and it was 
while on this movement that I met Gen. Curtis, and the action 
described in his report took place. The regiment heard the 
conversation between Gen. Curtis and myself, and when I 
gave the order they started as one man, cheering, and re- 
gained our former position, but the enemy had retired from 
the field in our front. 

After this battle Capt. Kinsman came to me and called 
my attention to the fact that the regiment next morning was 
intact, with not a man missing except its killed and wounded, 
and in a very friendly and complimentary way said that he now 
appreciated all the work they had had to do in the past year, 
and what it meant. In factthe whole 4th Iowa learned then the 
value of discipline and drill. They saw other regiments, 
when they lost their officers, melt away, but the 4th Iowa, with 
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not a field officer left, never hadastraggler. As I left the regi- 
ment soon after the battle of Pea Ridge, I had no further per- 
sonal contact with Kinsman, though he kept up an occasional 
correspondence with me, showing a great regard for and inter- 
est in me until his death. Soon after I left the regiment, upon 
my application, he was made an Assistant Adjutant General, 
it being my intention to place him on my staff, but he declined 
this, and December 1, 1862, accepted a commission as Lieut.- 
Colonel of the 23d Iowa Infantry. I have no personal knowl- 
edge of his services in that regiment, except as gathered from 
his letters. He unfortunately hada difference with his brigade 
commander, Gen. Davidson, when they were in Missouri. It 
came from his allowing his men to forage when they had been. 
without rations for several days on the march to West Plains,. 
Mo. In February, 1863, he was summoned before a court: 
martial, which convened in St. Louis in March, and did not: 
return to his regiment for duty until after it had reached 
Raymond on the march to Jackson. This was a great disap- 
pointment and regret, and he felt it very keenly, and it no 
doubt was the cause of his determination, when he rejoined 
the regiment, to atone for it by his daring and bravery, as 
shown in the battles that followed. Concerning his services 
with the 23d regiment, I take the liberty of quoting a letter 
from a chum of his before the war, who was a school teacher, 
correspondent and lawyer, like himself, and who was his com- 
rade in the 23d, and whose brother was a member of Capt. 
Kinsman’s company, B, 4th Iowa—Lieut. J. A. Straight. He 
writes: 

On the death of Col. Wm. Dewey in December, 1862, Lieut.-Col. Kins- 
man was promoted to the colonelcy, and became the idol of the regiment. 
He never had an enemy in the organization. A most thorough disciplin- 
arian, and a hale and hearty friend to every soldier, he, of course, was pop- 
ular. He always led his boys—never followed. Ina long and exceedingly 
hard marching campaign in Missouri, in the winter of 1862-3, owing to the 
distance from supplies and no forage or supplies in the sparsely settled 
country, the regiment was on slim rations for over two weeks, and reduced 


to parched corn for two or three days. Some of the Co. E boys discovered : 
some hogs near eamp and they were captured, also a very poor cow, which 
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went into the camp kettles. Gen. Davidson sent for Col. Kinsman and 
said some very wrathy things about his Iowa boys, and their jayhawking 
ways, which Kinsman resented with such fervor that Gen. Davidson ordered 
‘him under arrest, and on the return of the command to Arcadia, Mo., he 
was called before a court martial at St. Louis in March, and after a drag- 
ging trial of two weeks or longer he was restored to duty, the sentence, 
as I now recollect, being a reprimand by Gen. Curtis for conduct unbecom- 
‘ing a subordinate officer. The regiment had gone down to Vicksburg, and 
‘Col. Kinsman rejoined it while on the march from Bruinsburg, Miss., to 
.Jackson, the first week in May, 1863, near the battlefield of Port Gibson, 
in which his regiment had taken a prominent part. He marched with the 
‘regiment through mud and slush to Jackson, commanded it at Champion 
Hill, where they captured many prisoners by a succession of charges 
under heavy artillery fire, and double-quicked from Champion Hill battle- 
ground to Edwards’ Station, where we bivouacked the night of May 16, 


1863. 
That night, while the dashing rain was drenching us to the skin, and 


-we huddled close together, we talked long after the middle of the night, 
and he said, “I have orders to march at daylight and attack the enemy 
(Johnnies) whenever and wherever we find them. I may be killed but if I 
live and the 23d will follow me, and I know it will, we will show the people 
at home (in Iowa) that it is one of the best and bravest regiments that ever 
left the State, and I shall wear a star. But something tells me that I shall 
be severely wounded, and I want you, if I should be, to see that my sword 
and watch and other things are sent to Mr. Bloomer, who will know what 
to do with them;” and while resting next morning under the river bank, 
to which point he had been ordered by Gen. Lawler, brigade commander, 
he again said to me: “I expect to be shot down right up on this bank,” 
pointing behind him te the high bank which sheltered us, but added in a 
‘tone of voice heard for several feet around us, “but the 23d will get there 
just the same—don’t stop for the dead and wounded; you must take those 
breastworks.” The 23d was lying with bayonets fixed, and loaded guns, 
stripped to the lightest running weight, under the bank of Black River, 
which at that point coursed east and west. Company A was on the right 
wing, and had orders, at a given signal, to mount the bank without firing 
a gun and double-quick across an open cotton-field to a point in the breast- 
works about 500 yards distant, where a bayou some 20 yards wide passed 
through the line of rifle-pits. This subjected the regiment to a flank and 
enfilading fire from Generals French and Bowen’s Missouri divisions, which 
occupied the line of field works on our right flank. From the time we 
mounted the bank we were subjected to a murderous fire from 6,000 vet- 
eran Missouri and Arkansas troops, and the artillery fire of 12 guns in our 
front supported by two brigades of Tennesseeans and Alabamians. The 
order of Col. Kinsman was by signal (removing his hat), and he was strip- 
‘ped of everything except his sword-belt and revolver, ready to mount the 
‘bank, which was a perpendicular rise of four to five feet, and when the 
worder from Gen. Lawler came, without a moment’s hesitation he raised his 
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‘hat and was the first man to mount the bank, the balance of his regiment 
following an instant later. There was no noise or confusion; every man 
-knew what was expected of him, and not an order was issued. The regi- 
ment formed a passable line and moved off on a double-quick without fir- 
ingagun. The first volley fired from the works on our right found Col. 
Kinsman about 30 feet from the top of the bank. He had turned around 
facing the regiment as he was aligning it by motions, and urging it for- 
ward, and he was struck with a minie ball in the left side, piercing the 


-sword-belt, near the center of the belt, and fell, turning completely 


around. I stopped by him a minute or less, gave him a canteen 
of coffee, and some cotton to staunch his wound, and left him 
lying in a cotton row, which was a slight protection from the 
bullets of the enemy, but he impatiently ordered me to leave him 
and go to the regiment. I overtook the regiment as it was wading across 
the bayou, running over ground strewn with the wounded and dead of my 
regiment, As we were firing our first volley into the enemy after gaining 
the rifle pits, Col. Kinsman came rushing by us, shouting, “Give ’em hell, 
boys!” waving his naked sword and looking very pale, as if he were mak- 
ing a death struggle with his wound. The enemy was retreating pell mell 
in great disorder, and the very last volley I can remember as fired by them 
in our direction caught our colonel once more while he was shouting on 
the top of the enemy’s rifle pits—this time on the right side and about two 
inches higher than the first shot, both shots having passed through his 
body and out. He fell upon the enemy’s breast-works, and as they had 
ceased firing and were surrendering to our forces all along the line, and the 
balance of our division were passing over the breast-works to cut off the 
retreat across the river, several of the slightly wounded members of the 
23d gathered around him. He was tenderly borne to the shade of a tree 
close by until stretchers could be procured, when he was carried to the hos- 
pital tent near the railroad track in the rear of Gen. Hovey’s division. He 
was shot the second time about 11 a. m. and it was between 12 and1p. Mm. 
when he was examined by the surgeons at the hospital tent or tree, and 
during this time he shook hands with the boys as they came to see him, 
asking after the wounded, and when told of Sutler John Lyon having 
been killed, he said, “I am so sorry; I told him not to go with the boys, 
but he was a brave man and would go.” When the surgeons told him he 
had only a slim chance to live, he said, “T’ll take that chanee, as I don’t 
want to leave my brave boys,” and then added, “didn’t they surprise the 
Johnny-rebs? and didn’t you see them run up the cotton-batting on their 
bayonets?” and thus he talked at times as the pain increased. Finally, 
about midnight the 17th of May, he began to grow worse, and about 10 a. 
m. next day passed away. He asked us to bury him under the live oak tree, 
where he was lying on a cot under a tent-fly, and on the evening of the 18th 
of May, 1868, about sundown, with a few of his nearest friends present, he 
‘was laid away to his final rest, within about 100 feet of the railroad track. 

Gen. McClernand, commander of the 13th Army Corps, said in his re- 
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port of the battle: “Among the killed is Col. Kinsman, 23d Iowa, who fell 
mortally wounded while leading his regiment upon the enemy’s works.” 


Gen. Carr, commanding the 4th division of the corps, and an eye-witness, 
said: “A murderous cross-fire was opened on our men as they moved for- 
wardon the run. It was here that the gallant Kinsman of the 23d Iowa 
lost his life. He received a fatal wound in the abdomen, but still kept on 
until another through his chest brought him to the ground.” 

His last words, as I now remember them, were: “Tell the boys I died 


happy. I fell at the head of my regiment, doing my duty. Bury me here> 


on the field of my last battle.” 

Kinsman’s comrades of the 4th and 23d Iowa, and his. 
friends in Council Bluffs, were very desirous that his remains 
should be brought back to his home in Iowa, and considera- 


ble correspondence occurred. The difficulty seemed to be to- 


find some one who knew and could designate the spot where 
he was buried. Finally, in the spring of 1884, Lt. N. E. Ride- 
nour, of the 23d, editor of The Page County Democrat, who 
had taken great personal interest in the matter, and who had 
appealed to the State legislature in that behalf, but they not 
acting, he, together with the Rev. A. G. Barton, went to the 
Black River Bayou battle-ground, east of Vicksburg, with 
the view of bringing back to Iowa Col. Kinsman’s remains; but 
the changes in the country since the war made it impossible 
to locate it. They returned greatly disappointed, and their 
disappointment was shared by all of Kinsman’s friends who 
had looked forward confidently to their bringing his remains 
with them. Lieut. Straight in his letter to me says he thinks 
he can find the grave, and during the coming autumn I shall 
try to have one more effort made to bring his remains to 
lowa to be buried at his home with his comrades, where he 


can be properly honored, and the memory of his deeds per- 
petuated. 


Norr.—We copy Gen. Dodge’s statement of the finding of Col. Kins-- 
man’s remains, with his announcement of the reburial, to take place May= 
17, 1902, and his appeal to old comrades-in-arms for funds with which to- 


erect a monument, on a subsequent page.—Epiror or THE ANNALS. 
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CHARLES MASON, CHIEF JUSTICE OF IOWA (TERRITORY A 
This portrait with the facsimile of Judge Mason’s 
in Vol. LI, 3d series of THE ANNALS. 
illustrations to Mr. Yewell’s article, by request of 

the friends of Judge Mason. 
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oath of office were published 
They are reprinted here as 


REMINISCENCES OF CHARLES MASON. 


BY GEORGE H. YEWELL, N. A. 


PART Il. 
During the four years that passed between the last letter 
and the following, my home, with the exception of a short 
visit to the United States in the winter of 1871-2, had been 


in Italy. The summer and autumn months had been passed, 


part of the time in Perugia and part in Venice, in the mak- 
ing of studies in color of architectural interiors, and sketches 
of the picturesque material abounding everywhere in that 
magical country, to be made into pictures in my Roman 
studio during the remaining portions of the year. I had 
looked forward to a day when I might have the pleasure of 
welcoming Judge Mason and his family to Rome, knowing 
well with what interest he would view its surrounding land- 
scape and the ruins of its mighty temples and palaces. 

In the last sentence of the following letter there is an in- 
dication of a possible passing away of the “gloomy appre- 
hensions” regarding the future of his country. A faint 
gleam of hope seems to have arisen in his mind that the fu- 
ture might have better things in store than had been dis- 
cerned through his fears. 

Burwineton, Nov. 26, ’72. 

My Dear Sir: Ihave allowed your esteemed favor of April 14th to re- 
main long unanswered; at first because I was under a mistaken impression 
that I had replied to it, and afterwards when satisfied that this was an er- 
ror, and I commenced a letter to you some weeks ago, I was prevented 
from completing it by having mislaid your address. Dr. Ransom told me 
he thought he could furnish it to me, and finally yesterday he did so. 

We are all at home and very well. We remained in Burlington through 
the summer except that I had to make two journeys east and shall proba- 
bly have to make a third one in a very few weeks. We found our house so 


airy and comfortable that we did not feel disposed to leave it to go pleas- 
ure-seeking elsewhere. We all have a desire to travel—though my wife’s: 


Notz.—Through inadvertence the name of Stephen Whicher was given in the first 
article as one of the commissioners to revise and codify the laws of lowa. It should 
have been Stephen Hempstead, of Dubuque County. 
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ambition in that respect is very limited. But the inconveniences and ob- 
stacles to be overcome in leaving our house have thus far proved insur- 
mountable. I do not know that I shall ever attempt to cross the ocean 
but hope at least to cross the continent at no distant day, which will bea 
much less arduous undertaking. In fact,if it was more difficult of accom- 
plishment than it is, I should perhaps be more likely to attempt it, for 
those undertakings which require comparatively little effort are often 
longer postponed than those which call forth more planning and greater 
energy. 

I suppose you are back again in Rome for the winter. I should like for 
one season to breathe the same balmy air as that inhaled by the stalwart 
old republicans and patriots who have long been the theme of my admira- 
tion. Our winters are too severe, but then they are our own. A few days 
ago our thermometer indicated three degrees, and a year previous at about 
the same date it was three or four degrees below zero. It is now pleasant 
and mild again, but I rather dread the severe cold that J know is in store 
for us before many weeks. 

I was in Iowa City for a few days in June in attendance upon a conven- 
tion of the Episcopal Church and passed my time very agreeably. It is be- 
coming a delightful city with many pleasant people, and they seemed very 
desirous to make our stay agreeable. I met with several of your acquaint- 
ances who spoke kindly of you and your good wife. Mrs. Morrison, whom 
I think you knew, is now on a visit to her friends in Burlington. 

Our city is feeling its importance and is beginning to take on airs. We 
are having a large opera house to be completed in the spring. The walls, 
are now nearly completed. We expect to enjoy the luxury of water works 
and horse railways in the streets within a year, and it will I hope at no dis- 
tant day become somewhat of an attractive place, especially for those who 
have long regarded it as their home. 

The result of our election disappointed me very considerably. At least I 
had hopes of a very different result six monthsago. Butasthe decisive day 
drew near I saw the indications of a new defeat so unmistakably that I was 
gradually prepared for the result which I have some faint hope will not 
prove as fatal to the cause of true republican liberty as I have anticipated 
in case a military executive was again placed over us. It seems to me that 
our civil war is to be followed with the same fruits as those of Rome: 
When a republican people lay aside the weapons of intellect for those of 
force, power usurps the realm of reason, and imperialism in some of its 
forms predominates to the overturning of all the safeguards that serve as 
barriers against oppression. I look upon the future of the republic with 
gloomy apprehensions, but still I shall be glad to find myself mistaken. 


Truly Yours, 
Gro. H. Yewetrt, Esa. Cuas. Mason. 


A great and ever-abiding sorrow came into the life of 
Judge Mason when, as far back as 1853, or it may have been 
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a little earlier, two young daughters died within a short 
time of each other, of diphtheria, if I remember rightly. I 
shall never forget the expression upon his face when he told 
me of his loss, during a visit to New York shortly afterward. 
He was a very tender-hearted man, and his affections strong 


_and lasting. The second great sorrow came late in March, 


1873, with the death of his wife. When that occurred he 
seemed almost to have reached the limit of his interest in 
worldly things. He lived only for his remaining daughter, 
Mary, whose devotion to him was untiring. In the following 
July she was married to Captain George C. Remey, now Rear 
Admiral Remey, of the United States Navy. 


Geneva, Switzerland, September 15th, ’73. 

My Dear Sir: You will probably be surprised to receive a letter from 
me dated at this place, and to be told that we expect to bein Rome toward 
the end of next month, when I suppose we may safely visit that city. We 
left home the 17th of July, landed at Queenstown, passed through Ireland, 
Scotland and England, crossed over to Belgium, visited Amsterdam and 
other places in Holland, passed up the Rhine through Cologne, Mayence 
and Strasburg, and then on by way of Basle to this place. We have just 
returned from an excursion to Chamouni and the glaciers, coming back by 
Montigny and around by the lake. 

Perhaps yon have not yet heard of the changes which have taken place 
in our family within the last six months, one of which you doubtless ex- 
pected. Mrs. Mason died the last of March, and Mollie was married a few 
days before we left on our journey. She and her husband are with me. It 
is only on her account that Iam in Europe. For myself I weuld have 
much preferred remaining at home. But she had been for a long time cal- 
culating on this journey on the occasion of her marriage, and when her 
mother was dead, she determined not to go at all unless I would accompa- 
ny her, and rather than disappoint her, I concluded to go. 

Our journey has been as pleasant as we had any reason to expect. I 
lost my appetite for two days in crossing the Atlantic, but on the whole 
we had a very favorable time. Since landing in Ireland it has rained al- 
most every day till we started on our excursion to Chamouni. But it has 
so happened that the weather has been comparatively pleasant and the 
rains, if any, very light when we were most needing pleasant weather, with 
but one or two exceptions. 

On our trip to Chamouni the weather was as fine as we could have de- 
sired it, and the atmosphere perfectly clear until yesterday, after we had 
started in the cars for this place. 

We shall remain here today and leave tomorrow for other towns and 
places in Switzerland and Germany, expecting to reach Vienna about the 
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last of the month or early in October. From thence we shall probably visit 
the towns in northern Italy,and gradually wend our way towards Rome, 
which we shall not expect to reach before the 20th of October. 

Should you receive this before the end of September, please write me 
at Vienna, giving information and suggestions as to our best course in 
reaching Rome. Please direct to me to the care of the Anglo-Austrian 
Bank, Vienna, where I shall obtain my letters. 

My daughter unites with me in love to you all. Her husband sends his 
regards. Yours Truly, 

Guo. H. Yeweun, Esa. Cuas. Mason. 

The foregoing letter reached me at the picturesque old 
city of Perugia, where many of our Italian summers were 
spent. I wrote to Vienna and invited them to visit us at Pe- 
tugia on their way to Rome, which they did. The re-union 
was pleasant, and there was much in the beautiful Umbrian 
mountain country surrounding us, and in the old Etruscan 
city itself, to interest Judge Mason and draw him out, for a 
time, from the cloud of sadness that enveloped him. Their 
stay was short, but we saw more of them later at Rome. 
Here he found abundant material to occupy his time and at- 
tention. Judge Mason had always seemed to me like a noble 
Roman born into the nineteenth century, and his presence in 
Rome was as that of one come to see the ruins of the home 
of his ancestors. 

His active mind became at once interested in many things 
that concerned the welfare or hindered the progress of the 
growth of the modern city. The condition of the Roman 
Campagna and its malarious atmosphere at once claimed his 
attention, and his mind was busily occupied with searching for 
the underlying causes of its poisonous exhalations and the 
means to be employed in destroying the fever-breeding mi- 
asma that covered, like a funeral pall, a most interesting and 
beautiful stretch of country. 

In my early days in Rome I kept a journal until, like all 
journal-keeping, it became a burden. I wish now that some 
record had been made of what happened during the visit 
there of Judge Mason and the Remeys, as the greater part 
has faded from my memory. There is one incident, however, 
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that I shall never forget, in connection with a visit made one 
-afternoon by the Judge, Captain Remey his son-in-law, and 
myself, to St. Peter’s church. 

In the many galleries of pictures by celebrated old masters 
in the cities he had visited, Judge Mason’s attention had been 
directed, in the paintings of religious subjects, to the repre- 
-sentations of the face and figure of God the Father. He had 
criticised unfavorably the general tendency to represent the 
Almighty asa very old man in the decline of life. In examining 
the mosaics in St. Peters, he had discovered, away up in the 
top of the lantern of the great dome, a mosaic representation 
-of the Father, which he was examining intently by means of 
a large opera glass. As he was obliged to stand immediately 
under the lantern, it was neck-breaking work. Some min- 
utes later I found him lying at full length upon the marble 
floor, near the high altar, viewing the mosaic more comfort- 
ably. As the church was nearly deserted, it was some little 
time before one of the guardians saw him, and smilingly 
tapped him upon the shoulder. The Judge arose and apolo- 
gized, only then realizing for the first time into what a droll 
position his pursuit of knowledge under difficulties had led him. 

My American friends in Rome were interested in him 

-and did many things to make his visit pleasant, which he re- 
membered afterwards with gratitude. He was an example of 
a noble type of American republicanism, which was of inter- 
est when seen with such different surroundings. 

Early in December we bade them farewell with regret. 
The following extracts from a letter by Mrs. Remey, dated 
Paris, Dec. 14, 1873, will give some account of their move- 
ments up to the time of their sailing for home: 


Our first day’s ride was delightful; we enjoyed the sandwiches, and found 
-a good hotel in Pisa. The following morning was very crisp, and the ride 
to the Duomo anything but comfortable. We enjoyed the group of beau- 
tiful buildings very much, and especially the echo in the Baptistry. We 
went on to La Spezia that day, and the next morning started in a carriage 
for Sestri. The first part of the day was enjoyable, but later we became 
very much chilled, and by the time we reached Genoa, were thoroughly 
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tired. I had hoped to travel several days in a carriage over at least a part 
of the route from Genoa to Nige, but we concluded the season was too far 
advanced. We found Nice very pleasant and mild; in the afternoon of the 
day we spent there we went to Monaco, and were interested in the novelty 
and brilliancy of the surroundings. If one could forget the object for 
which the display is made it would bea most charming spot. We spent. 
nights at Marseilles and Lyons, but as we arrived at both places after 
dark, and left before sunrise, there was not much rest. The last day was 
very wintry; the carriage windows were so covered with ice we could not 
see through them, and there was every indication of snow. The sun has 
not shone since we have been here (Paris), and the air is so raw and chilly 
there is little temptation to go outside the hotel. Even under these cir- 
cumstances we can realize the superiority of this beautiful city. * * * 
We think now of applying for passage in the Russia, which sails on the 3d 
of January. This will give us only two weeks more in Paris, but by an 
industrious application of time, I think we can get ready. Father is get- 
ting anxious to be at home, and if the weather continues as at present, we 
shall all be willing to start. 


Panis, December 14, ’73. 
My Dear Sir: As Mollie was writing I concluded to give you some of 
the results of my observations relative to the malaria that afflicts the Cam- 
pagna as well as the city of Rome, leaving it to her to post you in relation 
to all matters of news. 

I have no doubt as to the true cause of this unhealthfulness during the 
hot season. It does not arise from the dry uplands, but wholly from the 
marshes which are spread to so great an extent over the river bottoms and 
the alluvial soil along the Mediterranean. These marshes were frequent 
and often very extensive. I saw hundreds of acres in a body, which were 
covered with stagnant water, and numberless patches of smaller dimen- 
sions scattered in all directions. These, putrifying in the broiling summer 
Italian sun, suffice to account for all the sickness which renders the Cam- 
pagna so nearly useless. 

But it is said very truly that in former times the Campagna was healthy 
and that the effects of malaria were only felt when the country ceased to 
be cultivated. I reply that when the uplands"became neglected the same 
was true of the bottom lands. They ceased to be drained and were con- 
verted into marshy grounds as we see them now. The mischief all comes 
from that source. There is no more reason why the neglect of the dry up- 
lands should produce disease than that the natural prairies which had 
lain uncultivated for thousands of years should have been unhealthy. Our 
own observation proves that our prairies were just as healthy before the 
plow had disturbed them as they ever have been since. In fact, it is gen- 
erally supposed that the breaking up of the soil was at first a cause of un- 
healthfulness, but this at most was only temporary. In like manner the 
breaking up of large portions of the Campagna might for a year or two 
cause some sickness to those who were exposed to its effects, but that would 
be the only evil that need be apprehended. 
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It is a well settled fact that the malaria that results from stagnant water 
is often more fatal in its effects to persons inhabiting the higher ground 
in the neighborhood than to those on a more immediate level. The mala- 
ria arises to a certain height which can only be ascertained by observa- 
tion. If the Campagna is found unhealthy in any particular portion, it 
shows that the malaria from the marshes rose to that height. Where there is 
an abundant and well known cause for such an effect, I do not think it philo- 
_ sophical to be casting about for others that are unnecessary and improbable. 

The manifest remedy for this evil is a removal of its cause. I do not 
think it at all necessary that this should all be done at once. There are 
several months in every year when men can with safety work on any per- 
tion of those marshy grounds. If all cannot be reclaimed in one year, let 
as much be done as practicable. What is thus effected one year may be so 
protected as to suffer no injury till all is done. 

If the low grounds are sufficiently above the Tiber or the sea, nothing 
but drains will be needed to effect the desired result. But where this is not 
the case, something farther will be necessary. Dikes should be thrown up 
along the sea or the rivers with ditches on the inner sides and the water 
from within could be pumped over these dikes, as is done so extensively 
in Holland where the difficulties are greater and the motive far less than 
is the case with Italy. The salt lakes thus drained to a great depth in Hol- 
land would not have caused pestilence. The great purpose was to obtain 
land for cultivation. The latter resultis but a subordinate inducement in 
yourcase. I have no doubt that it would be entirely practicable to drain 
all the Pontine marshes in this manner, and that the soil thus reclaimed 
would be vastly more than sufficient to defray all the expenses of the 
work. There were several places passed by us as we traveled along the 
coast where a like course might be advantageously pursued, thus not only 
reclaiming a large amount of most fertile and valuable soil, but also ren- 
dering the surrounding country salubrious and vastly more valuable and 


pleasant. } oe 
Such a work must necessarily be done by the public authorities. If the 


lands thus improved are private property, local taxation would furnish 
the means of meeting the expenses necessary. Such a course would be per- 
missible even in a popular government, much more under a monarchy. 
But I will not enlarge on this subject further at present. 

I always feel an inclination to givea practical application to any infor- 
mation I acquire, and this prompts me to write as I have now done, It 
may come in your way to communicate these suggestions to some one who 
will follow them up to a useful result. At all events I have endeavored to 
show my good willto a portion of the human family among whom I have 
spent a few weeks very pleasantly, though I never expect to see them or 
their country again. 

We shall probably take passage home in the Russia, which sails from 
Liverpool on the 8rd of January. Should this be the case, we shall hope 
to see our own shores by the middle of that month. 

: Yours Truly, 
Guo. H. YEweEtt, Esq. Cuas. Mason, 


Vou. V.—17. 
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The next is a most precious letter, revealing at the close, 
a part of his inmost soul. In giving his words to the public, 
especially of Iowa, I feel that I am not overstepping the 
bounds of a trusted friendship, but revealing a priceless 
heritage of character, of which every citizen of his beloved 
state will be glad to become possessed. 


WasuineGton, Feb. 7, ’74. 

My Dear Sir: We left Paris on the 26th of December and London on 
the Ist day of January, Liverpool on the 3rd and reached New York on the 
evening of the 14th,came to Washington on the 16th and shall probably 
remain here for several weeks to come. It was the intention of the Cap- 
tain and Mollie to remain in Washington only a few days, and then to re- 
turn to Iowa, to remain till the last of March, as his leave of absence ex- 
pires the first of April. The next day after our arrival here, however, the 
officer at the head of one of the bureaus in the Navy Department proposed 
a situation to the Captain which he would be very glad to accept, but in 
erder to do so it would be necessary to enter upon duty by the middle of 
this month. He had resolved to waive the remainder of his leave of ab- 
sence rather than fail to secure the situation here, and inasmuch as the 
journey to Iowa and back would hardly be compensated by the brief period 
that they would be permitted to remain at home, it was cencluded not to 
go to Iowa at present, but to enter at once upon duty here, which was 
done accordingly. Weare all comfortably situated at a private boarding 
house where we expect to remain till spring, when Mollie will probably 
accompany me to Iowa, though that is not settled yet. 

In the meantime [am kept busy with various matters, chief among 
which is my plan for the resumption of specie payments in such a way as 
to create no disturbance in the relations of money and property, and to 
secure all the most essential advantages of a convertible currency from the 
date of the passage of the law on that subject. This seems to be promis- 
ing too much, but not more than can be accomplished, as I can demon- 
strate to any man of sense whose mind is not preoccupied with some an- 
tagonist’s hobby. You expressed a wish to see a pamphlet I had prepared 
on this subject in 1872. I have sent home for a number of copies I still 
have there and expect them now daily. I will send you one if they arrive 
as expected, from which you will see the general plan by which I expect 
to attain my object. I know I understand this matter better than any man 
in Congress. It has been a study with me for many years, and I have 
made many improvements in the manner of elucidating it since the pam- 
phlet was printed. 

This matter was a chief reason for my coming home earlier than I 
should otherwise have done. I do not know that any ground has been lost 
by my absence. Plans for resumption are as plenty as blackberries, but 
they generally suit only their respective projectors. I have, I think, suc- 
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ceeded in placing mine in a condition in which it will be considered and 
I hope fairly weighed. If I shall succeed in successfully solving the most 
important problem of the day, I shall be tolerably well satisfied with my- 
self. And if I can follow this up by other measures equally important 
which I have long had in view, and which will flow naturally from this, 
I shall feel that I have made a reasonably good use of the talent that was 
committed to me by the Great Father, and shall be willing, as far as this 
matter is concerned, to render my final account. I have long been con- 
scious of possessing powers that have never been exercised, and I feared 
opportunity for such exercise would ultimately fail me; but if I can se- 
cure to my country the objects I have in viewI shall envy no man the lau- 
rels gathered by the bloody hand of war. 

We had a somewhat boisterous passage home, but not more so than was 
to have been expected at that season of the year. A gale was just dying 
away as we sailed, leaving the ocean writhing and tossing like a thing of 
life. Before this uneasiness was at an end another gale sprung up which 
continued till we were half way across. Mollie and I were so sick that 
though our state rooms were not forty feet apart we did not see each other 
for nearly three days at one time. Oh, the horror of those long, dismal 
nights! The lights were extinguished at midnight. Having to keep my 
berth most of the time, I slept much by daylight and therefore was always 
wakeful at night, especially during the latter portion of it. And then to 
be hour after hour wishing for the time to arrive when the blessed light of 
day should again make its appearance, and often fancying I saw indica- 
tions of its approach, but only to be disappointed—was perfectly dread- 
ful. What would induce me ever again to cross the Atlantic—especially 
in the winter? I do not regret having gone to Europe, but am very glad 
the journey is finished and that I am safely again on shore in my own 


country. : 
When the spring opens I shall return home, but how long I shall remain 


there is uncertain. Our street railway is in operation one mile, and another 
mile, extending some 850 feet along the east line of our farm is to be fin- 
ished by the first of June. I shall remain till that time, probably. I be- 
lieve that I once told you that I was having our family burial vault im- 
proved and completed. It stands some three hundred yards from our 
country home, on the opposite side of a valley through which flows a 
stream of water, and on a declivity which looks directly over the grounds 
where we were all once so happy that, whenever I think of Heaven as a 
material habitation, I connect it with a vision of that home, with my 
children all around me. Iam having that vault finished in such a way that 
I hope it will not be looked upon as a gloomy habitation. My own place 
is there prepared by the side of my wife, in the middle, with one of our 
blessed children on the left of her mother and the other upon my right. 
And I think with equanimity upon the time when we shall all be sleeping 
together there. And when, at no very distant day, you shall learn that the 
dreaded passage which interposes between you and the unseen world has 
been accomplished by me, let no dismal thoughts take possession of your 
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eat mind, but waft me your kind congratulations that apprehension and agony 
have been exchanged for that ‘rest and happiness which faith teaches us 
have been prepared for us on the shores of ahappy hereafter. My thoughts . 
are often with my wife andchildren. I wonder how they communicate with 
each other without the use of the material organs of speech and hearing. ‘ 
Perhaps they have to go through an infancy and learn a new mode of ex- . 
changing ideas; and who can tell but that those little children who were 
taught the language of this world by their mother, have since been repay- 
ing their obligations, in this respect, by giving her the benefit of their 
education during the more than twenty years that they preceded her in 
the other. 

Did you ever see the pretty lines of Mrs. Barbauld, which are often 
present to my mind? 


' “Life! we’ve been long together, 

Through pleasant and through cloudy weather; 
’Tis hard to part when friends are dear; 
Perhaps ’twill cost a sigh, a tear; 
Then steal away, give little warning: 

Choose thine own time. 
Say not Good-night, but in some brighter clime 

Bid me Good-morning.”’ 

But I shall make you sad with my reflections, and will draw to a close. 
We are all in very good health and spirits. If it were not for our new house 
in Burlington, we should all remain here forsome years to come. As it is, 
the future in this respect is somewhat uncertain. 

All join in sending love to you all. Remember us to the friends with 
whom we became acquainted in.Rome. Yours Truly, 

Guo. H. Yrwett, Ese. Cuas. Mason. 


There is less of sadness in the next letter. A new inter- 
est in life had been awakened by the birth of a grandchild, 
and the weight of loneliness was being, in a measure, lifted 
from his heart. 

T had shown a former letter, in which he gave his opin- 
ion concerning the cause and the removal of the malarious 
condition in the Campagna of Rome, to some Roman friends 
interested in the same subject, and had subsequently written 
to him regarding criticisms made by them, backed up by cer- 
tain facts which seemed to work against his theories. 

WASHINGTON, June 2, 1874. 
My Dear Friend: Your very welcome letter of March 20 was duly re- 
ceived, and all the kind feelings and sympathies therein expressed were 


fully appreciated. I now sit down to give you some leaves of our own his- 
tory since my last letter. 
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And first let me tell you that we have a-fine healthy boy baby at our 
house in Iowa. It was born May 15th, weighed at first but six pounds but 
is as lively as a cricket, and makes the house ring occasionally with its 
voice. How pleasant seems the sound of a child’s voice in our house, if it 
is a crying one. It has long been unheard there, and is something for 
which my heart has been pining. 

We remained in Washington till the 15th of April, when I started for 
Iowa with Mollie, and reached home on the 17th, at about the same hour 
that we had left Burlington on the 17th of July on our way to Europe. I 
remained at home till Monday, the 25th, when I thought it necessary to 
come back to complete some unfinished business here. I shall probably 
not remain more than about a week longer when I shall again start for 
home by way of New York, stopping for a week at my old home, which I 
have not seen since July, 1872, but which I generally visit every year. I 
hope to reach home about the 20th instant. 

The Captain is quite well, and is looking anxiously forward to an ex- 
pected leave of absence for a month or more, when he will visit us in Iowa, 
which will probably be in July next. 

Thus we see that in the shifting scenes in the panorama of life, our suc- 
cessors are entering at the one side, while we are advancing in midway, or 
going out at the other. How brief seems the space that separates the two 
extremes! But I somewhat doubt whether that space would not appear 
equally brief were it really ten times as great. The proportion would only 
be increased, but the general effect about thesame. 

Iam afraid you have undertaken too great a task in endeavoring to 
master the subject of the pamphlet I sent you. It seems like setting my- 
self to study and fully appreciate the merits of one of your own produc- 
tions. I sent you the pamphlet not intending to impose a task, but that 
you might obtain a general idea ef the views I have entertained on this 
subject, which at the present time is of transcendant importance to our 
country. I have the most entire confidence in the correctness of my own 
conclusions, and all I see and hear on the subject confirms me in my opin- 
ions. The world is slow in receiving newideas. Hume tells us that when 
Harvey promulgated his theory of the circulation of the blood, there was 
hardly a physician of forty years of age that ever believed it. There are 
many converts to my ideas, and I am not without hope of final success in 
inducing their adoption; but it will hardly be done this session. I do not 
think, however, that any other plan can be adopted that will prove satis- 
factory or that will work so successfully as to be continued in operation 
till we reach the solid ground of specie resumption. One of the members 
of the cabinet is fully convinced of the correctness of my views on this 
subject, and proposes that I have a conversation with the President in re- 
lation thereto, which I shall probably do before I leave Washington. I 
have a very carefully prepared article on the subject which I hope to have 
published in one of the leading reviews, and shall visit New York partly 


‘with that intent. 


I am not yet convinced of the error of my notions in relation to the 
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cause of malaria in the Romah Campagna. When I see one sufficient cause 
for any effect, I do not think it philosophical to seek after those which are 
extraordinary and unnatural. Were I told of the exact condition of 
the river bottoms and marshes along the coast, I should have come 
at once to the conclusion that in such a climate virulent diseases might be: 
expected to prevail, not only in the immediate neighborhood of these 
breeding places of malaria, but also along the higher grounds in places: 
that could only be fixed by experiment. That the Borghese Villa is more 
unwholesome than the region around the railroad station of about the same: 
elevation does not prove the incorrectness of my opinions. In Burlington. 
within 500 yards of my house and at substantially the same elevation, ma-- 
larial diseases are believed to exist which do not visit our immediate neigh- 
borhood, but this circumstance never caused me to doubt that the cause of 
these diseases proceeded from the stagnant water along the river bottoms. 
A skirt of trees intervening between the source of malaria and any given 
locality, is believed to intercept that malaria, but on the other hand the 
overshadowing of grounds or residences renders the places thus overshad- 
owed unhealthy. The Borghese Villa, if I remember rightly, is all sur- 
rounded by shade while the vicinity of the railroad station is comparatively 
free from such shade. May not this account for the difference in health- 
fulness in the two localities? I will not attempt to account for the un- 
healthfulness that prevails all the year except a few weeks in the spring. 
Is there no mistake in this respect? Does malaria manifest its presence 
there in winter? The causes which produce these effects are often inscrut- 
able. You have seen fogs or smoke assuming the forms of horizontal 
strata at different elevations. May not malaria assume like positions— 
sometimes higher, and then again lower, so that at one elevation diseases 
may manifest themselves while above or below there may be entire health- 
fulness? 

Whether malaria consists of a microscopic fungus which floats in the: 
air or rises from the earth, I know not, but I have a strong belief that 
whatever the cause of the diseases they produce they spring mostly, if not 
entirely, from putrifaction and generally from stagnant water. I doubt. 
whether a well drained country is ever unhealthy. 

I suppose you will think that I ought to fix myself down in my com- 
fortable home and leave the world to take care of itself, but I cannot en- 
dure inaction. An overpowering feeling of loneliness renders it necessary 
that I should not be idle foran hour. Our street railway is in operation. 
in the direction of our farm and will probably be completed about 40 rods 
along its east Jine by the time I return home. When that is done, we shall 
perhaps attempt the construction of water works in our city. On some 
accounts I should prefer residing in Washington but Mollie is unwilling to: 
dispose of our home in Burlington. It seemsa pity that so much property 
should remain so nearly useless to us) Many years ago, when Mollie was. 
a little girl, her mother used to tell her that she would not probably live 
to see her grow up to womanhood and she then enjoined upon her that she 
must never leave me, which she promised. This promise she is now per- 
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forming. She expects to remain in Burlington till fall, and then that I 
should accompany her back to Washington for the winter. This almost 
deprives us both of any permanent home, but she has no idea of any dif- 
ferent arrangement while her husband is stationed here. 

By the special request of the ladies of our parish I delivereda lecture for 
the benefit of our church, shortly before I left home, on the subject of our 
European tour. I took my hearers across the ocean and through Ireland. I 
may be induced to continue my journey at some future time. I kepta 
pretty full journal and by preparing a course of lectures I shall be review- 
ing my journey and impressing many of its incidents more lastingly upon 
my recollection. 

Remember me kindly to Oscar and any of our other friends who added 
so much to the pleasantness of our stay in Europe. 


Yours truly, Cuas. Mason. 
Gero. H. Yewe tz, Esa. 


At Rome, Judge Mason saw in the studio of the Ameri- 
can sculptor, William H. Rinehart, a beautiful group in 
marble of two sleeping infants, which he greatly admired. 
It was a subject that would naturally appeal to him, owing 
to the loss of his two young children. I had written to him 
of the death of the sculptor, and in a Washington letter of 
December 23, 1874, he wrote: ‘I was sorry to hear of the 
death of poor Rinehart. What has become of his sleeping 
infants? I should like to own them if I could afford it. 
About what would they cost delivered in New York? I have 
no intention of purchasing them unless some enterprises in 
which I still venture to engage to keep up an interest in the 
affairs of this world should prove more beneficial than they 
probably will.” 

In the same letter Mrs. Remey says of the little boy: “He 
is a merry little fellow, and is on the best of terms with his 
grandfather. It would please you to see them together. 
Father says he has made him feel young.” She adds: 
‘We recall our European trip with great pleasure; one of 
our evening occupations is to listen to extracts from father’s 
journal.” 

In December, 1875, I wrote to Judge Mason a few days 
after reaching Cairo, in Egypt, whither I had gone to spend 
the winter in making studies for pictures. His reply from 
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Washington i in the following April reached me in dome: 


a 3 


Wasuineton, April 9, 1876. 

My Dear Friend: Your welcome letter of December 19th was duly re- 
ceived. I certainly was taken by surprise to learn that you were sojourn- 
ing in the land of the Pharaohs. I very much hope that you may derive 
all the benefit therefrom that you have desired. 

We came to Washington the 20th of last November, and shall prbeily 
remain here until near the end of the present month—perhaps longer. We 
intend then to return home for thesummer. We were so comfortable there 
last year that we make no calculations about going to any cooler place this 
year. I have for a long time intended to make a journey to California, 
and may gratify my wish in that respect the present year, but this is still 
uncertain. 

Our little boy is doing nicely. He looks delicate, but is healthy and 
exceedingly active and mischievous. I indulge him more than I ought, 
and am trying to correct myself in that respect, but it is so difficult to re- 
fuse him any gratification that is not detrimental to his health, and I 
humor him more than I should. 

We have as yet received no intelligence of the arrival of Mrs. Mason’s 
portrait, but I trust no mischief has befallen it. I shall endeavor to insti- 
tute some inquiries in regard to it when [ get home. 

You ask about the prospects of resumption. They are very slender. 
Nothing will probably be done that will be of any avail. A year ago last 
January a bill was passed, declaring that full resumption should take place 
January 1, 1879, but without taking the intermediate steps necessary to 
bring that event about. It has only wrought evil thus far, and will do noth- 
ing else hereafter. The premium on gold is to-day higher than when that 
bill passed. It has been so on the average during all the intermediate 
time. I tell them I will consent to be burnt at the stake on the first of 
January, 1879, if by that time resumption can be effected in any way with- 
out producing the most dreadful financial troubles. Many of the best 
minds in Washington believe in my doctrine. The President himself is 
one of these, and also several members of Congress. 

But the great mass of that. body is composed of two classes. A vast 
number of them have hobbies of their own on this subject, and nearly all 
the remairder feel incapable or unwilling to grapple with a new idea. 
Their thoughts on the subject run in the old changeless channel. Besides 
—as is very natural—no one likes to adopt and urge onwards the ideas of 
another person, and this has, I believe, been the chief cause of the slow 
progress my ideas have been making. 

But I am not discouraged. With the implicit confidence that I have 
struck upon the true philosophy of this subject I shall not abandon the 
effort while there is a possibility of success. I believe I am right in my 
notions and that they would bring about the results sought, with as much 
confidence as I subscribe to the Copernican doctrine of the universe, or 
the Newtonian theory of universal gravitation. 
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You ask if I have published anything further on the subject. I forget 
whether the pamphlet I sent you was that of 1872 or that of 1874. I think 
it was the former and will send you a copy of the latter of which quite a 
number remain on hand. It was an effort to condense into more limited 
space, but I had to omit many of the details of the predecessor. I have 
recently written a much more condensed presentation of the subject, 
with some modifications to meet new objections. Nearly two weeks 
since, I placed it in the hands of the correspondent of The New York Trib- 
une, under a promise that it would soon appear in that journal. It has 
not yet made its appearance. I will send you a copy of that when it is 
obtained. 

We were much in hopes of seeing you both this coming season and felt a 
great disappointment in hearing that such would not bethe case. We ex- 
pect to visit the [Centennial] Exposition at some time during the season, 
and may possibly remain here till the opening, a month hence. Or Mollie 
may remain while I go home and afterwards return for that purpose. She 
is, however, so firmly resolved not to be separated from me that it is 
doubtful whether she will consent to the arrangement. 

I wish I could have visited Egypt while I wasintheeast. It must have 
been a feast for one of your intellectual tastes and appetites. 

You must have been greatly astonished and mortified at the develop- 
ments that have been taking place here within the past few months. Ihave 
long been as fully confident of the existence of such frauds and pecula- 
tions as I now am, but they seem to present a different appearance when 
laid open to the light of day. The developments are not ended yet, and 
no one can yet predict exactly when they will terminate or who will be 
implicated. 

Remember us kindly to our artist friends we met when American friends 
had such a peculiar value. Tell Mr. and Mrs. Vedder how sincerely I can 
sympathize with them in their great loss. It isnow the twenty-fourth year 
since our two little girls were snatched from us by the same merciless de- 
stroyer, but the anguish of that occasion lives fresh in my memory still, 
and will do so till I go to join them beyond the dark valley. 

I hope the Egyptian climate has restored Mrs. Y. to that health so in- 
dispensable to the full enjoyment of life. Give her our warmest regards. 
Remember us also to our friend Oscar. I hope to hear from you as soon as 
you find it convenient to write. Yours very truly, 

Cuas. Mason. 

Gro. H. YEwett, Esq. 

P.S. Mollie returns her sincerest thanks for the portrait you have 
sent. She and her husband unite in warmest regards to you among the 


others. 
A letter from Burlington, February 10, 1877, gave me an 


account of a very severe and dangerous illness that kept him 
in bed for twenty-five days and nearly terminated his life. 
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He never entirely recovered from its effects. In the same 
letter he writes: “I have another little grandson who will be 
four months old on the 19th of this month. He isa fine lit- 
tle fellow and is named George for-his father. He is much 
more quiet than his elder brother and will have blue eyes.” 
Of this child he became exceedingly fond, and his early 
death was another heavy blow that came near severing the 
few remaining ties that bound him to this life. He further 
writes of national matters: ‘You have doubtless watched with 
some interest the stirring events connected with our presi- 
dential election. At one time I felt appalled at the threat- 
ening prospect presented. But the danger is now past. 
Whoever is elected president under the compromise arrange- 
ment will be peacefully inaugurated. I have no doubt in 
the world that Tilden was justly elected, and I still believe 
he will be our president. But I would much prefer the in- 
auguration of Gov. Hayes, to a disputed succession which 
might result in violence.” 

After a residence in Rome of eleven years, I returned, in 
1878, and settled permanently in my native land, which had 
grown dearer to me during the long absence. The next of 
Judge Mason’s letters that I have preserved is a sad but in- 
teresting one: 


Burxuineton, December 26, 1880. 

My Dear Friend: Weareallin the deepest affliction. Our little Georgie 
died of croup a week ago last evening after an illness of less than three 
days. Wednesday, the 15th, he was full of life, and health, and joy. Before 
bed-time he showed symptoms of croup, and the remedies which we always. 
keep on hand were promptly administered. The doctor was called on 
Thursday but he was not relieved. Saturday morning I telegraphed his 
father, though we had by no means lost hope. He died a little after 7 Pp. M. 
His father started Saturday afternoon, missed the connection at Chicago 
and did not reach home till Tuesday morning. . . . We are overwhelmed 
with sorrow. For four years and two months he had been a sunbeam in 
our household. I can hardly reconcile myself to his loss. On some ac- 
counts this is the severest affliction I have ever suffered. To be busy, and 
to take exercise freely, have always been the remedies to which I have re- 
sorted in times of bereavement, and in which I have found relief. The 
state of my health has been such that I have been ina great degree de- 
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prived of these remedies. Still, I submit without repining to this terrible 
chastisement. Mollie has quite as much fortitude as I can pretend to 
exert. 

We concluded to spend the present winter here. My health hardly im- 
proves much. I made a short trip to Colorado and New Mexico last Octo- 
ber,—encountered a railroad accident which, though it did me no material 
injury, produced a pretty severe shock and caused me to return home much 
soonerthanlintended. Capt. Remey accompanied me, and we then intend- 
ed to return with him to spend the winter in Washington, which purpose 
was afterwards changed. . . . Wehopetohear from yousoon. Let us. 
know of your intentions and prospects. 


Yours very sorrowfully, 
Cuas. Mason. 
Gro. H. Yewetn, Esq., 51 West 10th St., New York. 


WASHINGTON, January 21, 1881. 

My Dear Friend: Youwill probably be surprised at reading the date of 
this letter. As the time approached for Capt. Remey to leave us (his leave 
of absence expired last Monday) the idea was suggested that we should all 
accompany him with the intention of remaining here until about the mid- 
dle of April. The suggestion found a ready response as well on my part 
as on that of my daughter,—we both believing that a change of scene 
and of situation would be for our mutual benefit. We therefore started 
from home last Friday morning and came directly through to this city. It 
proved to be the coldest morning of the year, the mercury standing at 22° 
below zero, but we came through very comfortably. 

We feel a good deal more reconciled to our dreadful bereavement than 
we should have done at our lonely home where everything was calculated 
to remind us at every moment of our irreparable loss. We feel greatly 
obliged to you for the kindly sympathy expressed in your letter, and hope 
we may have the privilege to express that obligation to you personally be- 
fore many months either in Washington or at our home in Burlington. 


Yours sincerely, 
Cras. Mason. 


Geo. H. Yewett, Esq., 335 Fourth Ave., New York. 


Buguineton, November 27, 1881. 

My Dear Friend: . . . Ihave another little grandson, born Oct. 23, 
who will probably be named William B. after his paternal grandfather and 
his uncle. We are waiting to hear from his father on the subject before 
fixing upon the name. He does not yet fill the void left by the loss of 
our dear little Georgie, but will perhaps do so in time. His father sailed 
for the Mediterranean on the 10th of October, and has not been heard from 
since. He sailed first to Madeira, and thence to Cadiz in Spain, where he 
expected to arrive about the 10th of November; so that we are now in 
daily expectation of a letter from him. He might have remained in Wash- 
ington another year, and we were in favor of his doing so. In that case 
we expected to spend the winter with him in Washington. 
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But Admiral Nicholson tendered him the post of chief of staff on board 
of his flagship, the Lancaster, and the opportunity was too inviting to be 
rejected. What he dreaded most was that at the end of another year he might 
be picked up and sent on a three years’ cruise to China or some other out- 
of-the way and unpleasant station; whereas, he is now to be on the Euro- 
pean station, which is the pleasantest of them all, and, what is more, Ad- 
miral Nicholson is to be retired April 1, 1883, so that his chief of staff will 
then return home. This reconciles us to his absence for eighteen months. 

My health has not been very satisfactory during the past summer... . 
I went to Minnesota in July but was there taken quite unwell and returned 
home in fifteen days, much worse than before I went north. I have since 
spent a month in Chicago in the pursuit of health with little or no benefit. 
. . I was seventy-seven years of ageon the 24th of last month, and cannot 
expect to remain much longer with my little grandchildren. But for them I 
should care very little how soon I was laid by the side of my wife and two 
children. Still I keep myself busy in reading and writing a good share of 
my time, and hope to do so to the last. Hoping to hear from you soon, I 
remain. Yours sincerely, 


Cuas. Mason. 
Gro. H. Yewett, Esq., 335 Fourth Ave., New York. 


The end was now fast approaching. The next letter was | 


the last I ever received from his hand. In the winter of 
1881-82 his health broke down and he took to his bed reluct- 
antly. He died on the morning of February 26, 1882. Fol- 
lowing his last letter to me is one from his faithful daughter, 
dated March 27, giving me the details of his last days anda 
touching account of the sad days that followed. To him, in 
an especial manner since her mother’s death, she had given 
intimate companionship and tender watchfulness and sympa- 
thy. Death ended all these loving cares, and with her hus- 
band far away across the seas, the hours were filled with 
lonely thoughts. 


Buruinetron, December 9, 1881. 

My Dear Friend: We were very glad to receive your letter of Dec. 1, 
and I write this promptly in order to send the draft to pay for the frame 
for Mrs. Mason’s portrait and boxing the same to be sent forward. Please 
have it sent by express or by a freight line as you may think best. 

We are having fine winter weather now, and I am feeling the beneficial 
effects of it. Iam rather inclined to risk staying here through the winter 
inasmuch as from present appearances we arelikely to have a much milder 
season than usual. 


We have had two letters from Capt. Remey since he crossed the Atlan- 
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tic. The last was written from Gibraltar, and we look for another daily. 
He expects to spend the winter in the Mediterranean. I wish we could all 
be there, too. But the way is too long. Even the journey to Florida looks 
so formidable that I am hardly willing to undertake it. We are very com- 
fortable here, and should we go south it would all be on my account. I 
think I shall take the chances of remaining where the other members of 
the family can be made so much more comfortable, and I must keep myself 
within doors in rough weather. 

Capt. Remey’s youngest brother, Edward, is now with us, but expects 
to remain only a few days longer. He is a thorough sailor and feels most 
at home when at sea. He is only a lieutenant, and, having graduated since 
the war, while promotion has been slow, he will be fifty years old before 
he attains the rank of his eldest brother. The captain does not expect to 
be at home again before the spring of 1883, when he may expect to be 
many years on shore again. This reconciles us to his absence now. 

We shall hope to see you in the west next season. I am glad to hear 
that you are getting quite a number of orders which will give you oceupa- 
tion, and profit also, as we hope. We have heard good accounts of you in 
this respect through the Breyoorts, and are always glad to learn of your 
welfare. 

Mollie joins in the kindest regards. 


Truly your friend, 
Cas. Mason. 
Gzo. H. Yewetu, Esq., 578 Fifth Avenue, New York. 


Bururneton, March 27th, 1882. 

My Dear Friend: Your letter was most gratefully received, and should 
have been answered sooner, but as you foresaw I have had many demands 
upon my time. In my loneliness your sympathy is warmly appreciated, for 
it comes from the heart. I have often wished for your presence to minis- 
ter to my father’s enjoyment, for you are one of the few whose society 
would have been acceptable to him. Knowing that you were bound else- 
where, it did not occur to me to propose to you to come, but I frequently 
regretted that it was not possible for you to be with us. After my hus- 
band went to sea there seemed to be no one but myself to attend to the 
numberless little duties required by an invalid. It became fatiguing for 
him to write or sit long in his arm-chair, consequently much of his busi- 
ness was transacted while lying on the lounge, with me as an amanuensis. 
I was always at hand to assist, my father steadily refusing the services of 
aservant. It was only during the last few days of his lifethat he was will- 
ing to avail himself of the help of a professional nurse. 

IT have marked the failure in my father’s strength for many months and 
felt assured that the end was not distant. Physicians agreed that there 
was little special disease but a general breaking down and wearing out, 
which was most discouraging. I knew if he once took to his bed he would 
never rise from it, and when on the 17th of February he decided that he 
was more comfortable in bed than elsewhere, I felt that the time was short, 
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For several weeks he had been harassed with an intensely sore throat, 
caused by the panting breath.~ ‘That was the most trying feature of his 
illness. He had several turns of faintness induced by physical exertion, 
which I am convinced were caused by spasms of the heart—several times 
I thought him dying, while I was alone with him. These, however, were 
not experienced during the last days of his life, as he then was too weak 
for any effort to move himself. His intellectual faculties remained unim- 
paired until the last—he spoke but a few minutes before the last change— 
expressing his satisfaction at having me near him, and passed away as if he 
were falling asleep. Gov. Gear was with me at the time—and the nurse 
who has been in our family so much that we regard her as a friend. 

My father’s mortal remains were laid away in the receptacle he prepar- 
ed for that purpose several years ago, and by his direction the burial cas- 
ket was made from the wood of a walnut tree grown from a nut he had 
planted at the home farm. 

Although my father’s death was neither sudden nor unexpected, it is 
none the less a sad loss to me. I miss him as I would a child from the 
household, and at the same time he has been such a constant and intimate 
companion that it seems like losing both parents at once. Ihave mourned 
over his failing health, and felt how sad it was to witness a mind, active, 
energetic and interested in intellectual and scientific pursuits, weighed 
down by the infirmities of the body. I donot doubt the blessedness of the 
change for him, and I think of him as restored to youth and strength. We 
have had many interchanges of thought respecting the future life, and his 
unwavering belief in immortality and the reunion with loved ones isa 
consoling remembrance to me now. 

My last letter from my husband was mailed at Smyrna—he had been to 
Egypt, but the weather had been too stormy to permit a stop at the Holy 
Land. I de not know whether the death of my father will hasten his return— 
otherwise he had not expected to come home until a year from this month. 
I am trying to take care of the children until he comes, but I sometimes 
lose courage, for I am alone with them, except the assistance of rather in- 
different servants. 

I hope to see you whenever you come west, for as long a visit as you 
can spare the time. Ishall remain here for the present—I may spend a 
part of the summer among my father’s relatives in central New York. Had 
he lived it wasso planned, and now my friends are urging me to come with 
the children. Iam so busy during the day that I have little time for re- 
flection, but when the children are asleep, and I sit alone in the library, I 
realize the dreariness of that favorite spot. I intend to have the portraits 
of my parents placed there, to cheer the solitude in some measure. 

The picture frame came safely, and was in every respect satisfactory 
except it was a little too broad. That defect was remedied by placing a 
strip of wood so as to cover the crack. The portrait is greatly improved 
in effect by the frame, and every one remarks upon the strong resemblance 
to my mother. Yours very sincerely, 


Mary J. Remry. 
Mr, YEWELL. 
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Judge Mason always impressed me as an eminently just 
man, fearlessly doing that which his judgment and conscience 
approved as the right thing, at the same time carefully respect- 
ing the rights of others. Judge George G. Wright, of Des 
Moines, said of him that “he was honest as a man and asa 
judge; of the cleanest habits; had an utter abhorrence of the 
dissolute and intemperate, and exercised a most beneficial 
example on the side of morality.” 

In conclusion I will partially reproduce some words of 
mine written about him several years ago. 

He was a man over six feet in height, thin and somewhat 
angular. His movements were energetic, and he carried him- 
self erect, a habit formed during his military education at 
West Point. His mind was by nature a judicial one. He 
was an attentive listener; arranged his thoughts carefully 
before clothing them in words; not much given to talking; 
rather reticent than otherwise, yet capable of being very in- 
teresting when he did talk, and having a quick sense of hu- 
mor that brought with it a cheery smile and a twinkle of the 
eye. He was merciful and kind-hearted, and never any but 
pure words came from his lips. He had no bad or useless 
habits; used no tobacco or spirits, and, I believe, never drank 
coffee or tea until he was quite advanced in life. He was 
careful of money, economical and self-denying, and yet very 
few people knew of the many young men he befriended and 
assisted with money. I know of one for whom he did that 
and more, for to me he stood in the place of a father, giving 
me not only advice and money, but that which was better 
and more precious,—affection. 


In June, 1854, four colored people—long-time residents— 
were arrested in Galena, Ill., for the purpose of expelling them 
from the state, under a law then existing. A writ of habeas 
corpus, however, set them free again, and the movement was 
denounced even by pro-slavery people in lowa, and presuma- 
bly also in Illinois. 
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IOWA AT VICKSBURG AND THE VICKSBURG 
NATIONAL MILITARY PARK, 


. BY. COL. J. K. P. THOMPSON. . 


_ The National Military Park at Vicksburg, Mississippi, is 
the outgrowth of “The Vicksburg National Military Park 


Association,” a corporation organized and existing under and 


by virtue of the laws of Mississippi. It was organized 


October 23, 1895, and incorporated November 22, 1895. The 
incorporators included both northern and southern gentle- 
men, but only those who had served in the Vicksburg cam- 


paign. 
The officers and directors are as follows: 
OFFICERS. 

President, Lieutenant-General Stephen D. Lee, Mississippi. 

Vice-President, Hon. W. O. Mitchell, Iowa. 

Secretary, Captain W. T. Rigby, Iowa. 

Treasurer, Colonel C. C. Floweree, Mississippi. 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE. 

Colonel J. K. P. Thompson, Iowa; Captain W. W. Stone, Mississippi; 
Governor W. D. Hoard, Wisconsin; General A. Hickenlooper, Ohio; Cap- 
tain E. 8. Butts, Mississippi. 


DIRECTORS. 
Col. J. K. P. Thompson, Iowa. Col. Harry Weissenger, Kentucky. 
Gen. Geo. F. McGinnis, Indiana, Capt. J. 8. Pilcher, Tennessee, 
Col. J. G. Everest, Illinois, Gen. E. W. Pettus, Alabama. 
Col. Frederick D. Grant, New York. Lieut.-Gen. J. B. Gordon, Georgia. 
Gen. A. G. Weissert, Wisconsin. Maj. B. N. Harrod, Louisiana, 
Gen. John Sanborn, Minnesota. Gen. J. C. Tappan, Arkansas. 
Gen. Joseph Stockton, Illinois. Gen. T, N. Waul, Texas. 
Col. Lee Rassieur, Missouri. Senator F. M. Cockrell, Missouri. 
Gen. John 8. Kountz, Ohio. Gen. John P, 8. Gobin, Penn. 
Capt. EK. 8. Butts, Mississippi. Gen. John M. Wilson, U.S. A. 
Capt. W. W. Stone, Mississippi. Goy. W. D. Hoard, Wisconsin. 
Gen, A. Hickenlooper, Ohio. Hon. Wm. Olin, Massachusetts. 


Rear Admiral George Brown, U. 8S. N., (retired). 

When the writer was elected commander of the Depart- 
ment of Iowa, Grand Army of the Republic, in 1895, it was 
understood that his administration should be signalized by 
an unyielding and persistent effort to establish a Military 
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Park at Vicksburg. His compeers were Capt. J. F. Merry, 
Capt. W. T. Rigby, Maj. C. L. Davidson, Col. D. J. Palmer, 


_ Dr. ©, C. Bradley, Hon. W. H. Norris, and many other dis- 


tinguished Union soldiers of Iowa. 
As a result, a resolution favoring the establishment of the 


_ park was introduced by the Department of Iowa at the Na- 


tional Encampment, G. A. R., at Louisville, September, 1895, 
which was unanimously adopted, and the park officially 
launched, with the endorsement of the National Encamp- 
ment. Ata meeting of the association, November 22, 1895, 
on motion of Gen. Lucius Fairchild (a member of the first 
board of directors, but since deceased), it was decided that 
“The proposed park should include the lines of earthworks of 
the opposing armies, and the land included within those 
lines, with such additions as are necessary to include the 
headquarters of Generals Grant and Pemberton, such of 
the water batteries as it may be desirable to designate, and 
other historical spots; and on motion of Col. Thompson, 
“The executive committee of the board was instructed to urge: 
upon congress the establishment of a National Military Park. 
on the grounds outlined by the motion of Gen. Fairchild, 
and where practicable to secure options on the lands included 
within the lines of the proposed park.” Shares of stock were: 
placed at $5.00, and one hundred shares reported sold and 
paid for. Gen. Stephen D. Lee, Maj. C. L. Davidson, Col. 
C. C. Floweree, Capt. E. S. Butts, and Capt. W. T. Rigby, 
were appointed a committee charged with the duty of pre- 
paring a bill for the establishment of the park, of presenting 
the same to congress, and of obtaining and presenting to 
congress accurate information as to the cost of the land in- 
cluded in the bill for the proposed park. Pursuant to these- 
instructions, a survey of the premises was made, a map pre- 
pared, and options on a large part of the land secured. A 
bill was prepared and in due time was presented to congress 
by Gen. Catchings, representing the Vicksburg district. As 
a result of several weeks of arduous labor, the committee was. 
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enabled to announce a favorable report of the house commit- 
tee on military affairs, and the bill was placed on the calendar, 
where it was destined to remain, however, for several years. 

During the years of 1895, 1896, 1897 and 1898, the 
friends of the measure were active and unremitting in their 
efforts to secure the passage of the bill, the secretary, Capt. 
Rigby, devoting most of his time and energy to its accom- 
plishment. To the indefatigable efforts of Capt. J. F. Merry, 
formerly of the 21st Iowa, more than to any other person, 
are we indebted for the establishment of the park. He was 
untiring and persistent in his efforts, laying railroads, con- 
gressmen, legislators, and men of affairs, under constant trib- 
ute, till it was truthfully said of him—‘‘What he proposes, 
that he performs.” 

In January, 1896, as commander of the Department of Iowa, 
G. A. R., Lissued a circular letterin which attention was called 
to the measure, and wherein some of the reasons why Iowa 
should take a leading part in the establishment of the park 
were set forth. I quote here a portion of the same: 


In the reduction of that Gibraltar of the Confederacy, the State of Iowa 
had so large and distinguished a part—seventy per cent of her total levy 
being engaged therein*—that it fell with peculiar fitness to her to take the 
initiative in this movement. The siege of Vicksburg stands unique and 
will be memorable in the annals of war. In the science of grand strategy 
it marked an era. The campaign is without parallel, if we except the pic- 
turesque scaling of the Swiss mountains and the descent into Lombardy 
by the great Napoleon, or his brilliant campaign which terminated at Ulm, 
and in the opinion of competent military critics, “in boldness of plan, 
rapidity of execution, and brilliancy of results,” compares most favorably 
with those of the great Corsican. No field of battle ever witnessed greater 
deeds of valor than those rugged hills. 

The capture of this stronghold was big with results, and was second 
only in importance to Appomattox itself. It severed the Confederacy in 
twain, opened the Mississippi to navigation, and in the forcible language 


*The following regiments and batteries were engaged in the siege proper: Infan- 
try—The 3d, 4th, 5th, 6th, &th, 9th, 10th, 11th, 12th, 13th. 15th, 16th, 17th, 19th, 20th, 2ist, 
22d, 23d, 24th, 25th, 26th, 28th, 30th, 31st, 34th, 35th, 38th, 40th. Cavalry—3d and 4th. 
Batteries—1st and 2d, The 2d Cavalry was with Hatch in the famous Grierson raid. 
The 27th Infantry was with Sherman in Gen. Grant’s movement to the Tallehatchie, 
November, 1862, and the 29th, 33d, and 36th were in the famous Yazoo Pass expedi- 
tion, or 77 per cent of the whole number furnished by the State of Iowa. 
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of President Lincoln, “The Father of Waters rolled unvexed to the sea.” 
The loss to the enemy of at least sixty thousand soldiers, one hundred and 
seventy-two cannon, and sixty thousand stand of arms, was at that time the 
largest capture of men and material ever made in war. 


To quote from an admirable general order, addressed by 
Gen. Gordon to the United Confederate Camps: 


For forty-seven days and nights those blood-stained and storm-crowned 
heights raged with incessant conflict, and witnessed by turn the assault 
upon its heroic and stubborn defenders and the repulse of the gallant and 
obstinate attacking party. By day, sheeted flame issued from every crest 
of the hills, around this famous citadel of courage, and by night the deadly 
and destructive boom lighted the heavens with its lurid and baleful light. 


Large numbers of the circulars were distributed, and we 
trust bore good fruit. During the winter of 1895-6 the leg- 
islatures of the states of Iowa, Mississippi, New York, Mas- 
sachusetis, and Rhode Island, each by joint resolution, en- 
dorsed the park bill and asked for its passage by congress, 
as did most of the Department Encampments of the Grand 
Army of the Republic, and many of the Commanderies of 
the Loyal Legion, Society of the Tennessee, and the United 
Confederate Camps. During the winter of 1896-7 the leg- 
islatures of the states of Minnesota, Wisconsin, Michigan, 
Illinois, Indiana, Ohio, and Pennsylvania, each adopted joint 
resolutions, asking for the establishment of the park, and re- 
questing their delegations in congress to labor to secure the 
passage of the bill. The Department Encampments of the 
Grand Army of the Republic and the National Encampment 
at Buffalo again approved the bill and named committees to 
promote its passage. 

In December, 1897, through the courtesy of Capt. Merry, 
five members of the House Committee on Military Affairs, 
Fifty-fifth congress, namely: Hull, Griffith, Belknap, Lentz, 
and McDonald, visited Vicksburg with a view to ascertaining 
facts to enable them to judge of the feasibility of establish- 
ing and maintaining the park. In January, 1898, Gen. 
Gobin, Commander-in-Chief, on behalf of the Grand Army 
of the Republic, Col. Fred. D. Grant,.on behalf of the Soei- 
ety of the Army of the Tennessee, and Capt. Rigby, on behalf 


t 
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of the Park Association, met in Washington and again urged 
upon Speaker Reed and the House Committee on Rules the 
claims of the park bill. 

Early in the year 1898 the legislature of the state of 
Tennessee, by joint resolution, endorsed the bill and asked 
for its passage by congress. In January, 1899, Capt. Rigby, 
Hon. W. O. Mitchell, both of Iowa, representing the Park Asso- 
ciation, Col. Everest of Illinois, also a member of the associ- 
ation and representing the Society of the Army of the Ten- 
nessee, Col. N. M»Hubbard, representing the Department of 
Iowa, Grand Army of the Republic, again visited Washing- 
ton in the interest of the park bill, when, being granted an 
audience with the speaker, Col. Hubbard made one of his 
characteristic arguments, and a powerful plea for its early 
consideration. Congressman Henderson (now speaker of 
the house), Catchings of the Vicksburg district, Griffin, Bel- 
knap, Cousins and Hull (both of Iowa), were active and earn- 
est in their support. Asa result, Capt. Hull, on February 6, 
1899, was recognized by the speaker, the bill called up and 
promptly and unanimously passed by the house. Four days 
later it was passed by the senate, and on February 21, 1899, 
approved by the President. 

At the risk of repetition and of being tedious, I have fol- 
lowed the measure, step by step, from its inception, October, 
1895, to the passage of the bill authorizing the establishment 
of the park, February 21, 1899, for the purpose of showing 
with what tenacity of purpose its promoters clung to it, and 
what time and means have been expended in the promotion 
of this work. The bill, as passed, carried with it an appro- 
priation of $65,000 (which has since been increased to $250,- 
000) for the purchase of the grounds and improvement of 
the same. It also provided for the appointment by the Hon- 
orable Secretary of War of a commission to consist of three 
members. The commission, as appointed, consists of Lieut.- 
Gen. Stephen D. Lee of Mississippi, Capt. W. T. Rigby of 
Towa, and Col, James G. Everest of Illinois, with Gen. John 
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S. Kountz of Ohio as secretary and historian, and Capt. 
Chas. L. Longley of Iowa assistant secretary. 

Section 5 of the act establishing the park reads as fol- 
lows: 


That it shall be the duty of the commissioners named in the preceding 
section, under the direction of the Secretary of War, to restore the forts and 
the lines of fortifications, the parallels and the approaches of the two arm- 
ies, or so much thereof as may be necessary to the purposes of this park; 
to open and construct and to repair such roads as may be necessary to 
said purposes, and to ascertain and mark with historical tablets, or other- 
wise, as the Secretary of War may determine, the lines of battle of the 
troops engaged in the assaults, and the lines held by the troops during the 
siege and defense of Vicksburg, the headquarters of Gen. Grant and of 
Gen. Pemberton, and other historical points of interest pertaining to the 
siege and defense of Vicksburg within the park or its vicinity. 

Authority to mount guns was given by a subsequent act 
of congress. 

It is the purpose of the commission, with the approval of 
the Secretary of War, to restore substantially the earthworks 
of the two armies, and to remount all the old guns so far as 
they can be procured, in their old places. Forts will be re- 
stored to their original size and height, ditches opened to 
their former depth, rifle-pits, parallels, approaches, saps and 
mines reopened, sap-rollers constructed, placed and main- 
tained in position—in fact, it is the intention to restore the 
theater of operations as nearly as may be to what it was at 
the close of the siege July 4,1863. There are 1232.28 
acres within the limits of the park. There will be more than 
twenty-five miles of costly and artistically built avenues and 
drives constructed, the precipitous hills graded, the ravines 
spanned with costly masonry and modern steel bridges, thus 
affording easy access to and perfect views of what is expected 
to be the greatest Military Park in the world. There will 
be an avenue just in the rear of the line of Confederate 
earthworks eight miles long, one along the main line of the 
Union earthworks through the main body of the park about 
five miles in length; one from Union avenue to Gen. Grant’s 
headquarters, and onealong the public roads running through 


the park or along its boundaries. 
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Historical tablets, markers and monuments of the Con- . | 
federate organizations engaged in the defense will be placed 
on the line of the first named points, and those of the Fed- 
erals along Union avenue. 

The reasons why this famous battlefield should be con- 
verted into a great Military Park are various and potent. It 
was the first really great and determining victory achieved 
by the Union forces, and was second only in importance to 
Appomattox itself. It severed the Confederacy in twain, open- 
ed up the Mississippi—the great artery of commerce—to 
navigation, inspired new hope in the north and correspond- 
ing gloom in the south, and brought the first great relief to 
President Lincoln and the loyal millions of the north. The 
loss to the enemy was at that time unparalleled in the annals 
uf war. Gen. Grant, in his official report, says: 

The results of the campaign were: The defeat of the enemy in five bat- 
tles outside of Vicksburg; the occupation of Jackson, the capital of the 
state of Mississippi, and the capture of Vicksburg and its garrison and 
munitions of war; a loss to the enemy of 37,000 prisoners, among whom 
were fifteen general officers; at least 10,000 killed and wounded, among the 
killed, Generals Tracy, Tilghman, and Green, and hundreds, and perhaps 


thousands of stragglers who can never be collected and reorganized. Arms 
and munitions of war for anarmy of 60,000 men have fallen into our hands.* 


But Gen. Grant was evidently generous to his enemy, for 
Gen. Badeau, in his “Military History of Gen. Grant,’”’ on 
page 398, Vol. I, states the total loss to have been 60,000.+ 
When it is remembered that three Confederate divisions did 
not report, viz.: Baldwin’s, Vaughn’s, and Dockery’s, and that 
the losses in Loring’s division, which was cut off at Cham- 


*Official Records, Vol. 24, Part I, page 58. 


+The records of the Commissary General of Prisoners show a total of 42,059 pris- 
oners captured during the Vicksburg campaign after the Ist of May. As Grant lost 
during that time nearly 9,000 men in killed and wounded, it is fair to suppose that 
Pemberton and Johnson, so repeatedly and disastrously beaten, lost 12,000. Any one 
who has seen war is aware how small the estimate, 6,000, is for stragglers in an unsuc- 
cessful campaign, The calculation is simple: 


PYiSONGLrg su. Sites cde e eeee cena ee 42,000 
Killed and wounded ......../....... 12,000 
Stragglors sic cevceascinsnséemesresee 6,000 
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pion’s Hill and wandered about for several days and nights 
before joining Johnson at Jackson, and whose losses were 
necessarily large, are not given, the discrepancy in the report 
is easily accounted for. 

We doubt if the hardships endured in this campaign, and 
the exceeding mental and physical strain that was placed 
upon all, are fully realized by the present generation; draw- 
ing two days’ rations, which were destined to last many 
weeks;* marching day and night; bivouacking at night in 
the rain; water many inches deep; sleeping upon rails, boards, 
logs, or anything or anywhere that would afford any kind of 
protection from the drenching rain and water-covered earth. 
The fatigue and strain upon the troops thus for more than 
ninety days, was almost unprecedented. Gen. Hovey says:+ 


The strain upon my forces was extreme. For more than forty days 
they were under constant fire, casualties happening daily in the midst of 
their camps. Men were killed and wounded in their beds, at the table, and 
in the rifle-pits. 


Col. G. W. Clark, of the 34th Iowa, says: 


One-half of my men who were able for duty were on duty all the time. 
Not unfrequently I was compelled, in order to fill the details, te send men 
who had just been relieved, thus keeping the same men out in the ditches 
for forty-eight hours without rest. 


L. D. Ingersoll wrote: 


Out of fifty-six days in those two months the “effective force” of the 4th 
Cavalry was in the saddle fifty-two.t 


Col. Grierson says:)) 
We marched over 600 miles in less than sixteen days (forty miles per day). 
The last twenty-eight hours we marched seventy-six miles, and had four 


*Gen. Grant says in his Memoirs, Vol. I, page 529: ‘‘Most of the army had now 
been for three weeks with only five days’ rations issued by the commissary,” 

Col. Ashbel Smith of the 2d Texas, not always reliable, however, says that his com- 
mand was “tired, ragged, dirty, barefoot, hungry, covered with vermin, with scanty 
supply of ammunition; rations reduced toa little more than enough to sustain life, 
five ounces of musty corn meal and pea flour were nominally issued daily. In point 
of fact this allowance didn’t exceed three ounces.” 

In an appeal for help addressed to Gen. Pemberton, June 28, 1863, signed “Many 
Soldiers,” it is stated, ‘‘Our rations have been cut down to one biscuit and a 
small bit of bacon per day,—this army is now ripe for mutiny unless it can be fed. 
Just think of one small biscuit and one or two mouthfuls of bacon per day.” 


{Page 241, Vol. 24, Part II, Official Records. 
tIngersoll’s ‘Iowa in the Rebellion,” page 422. 
Vol. 24, Part I, page 528, Official Records. 


ee 280 Seis SuSE Oe IOWA. 


engegerienta a the enemy. During. this time the men and horses were 
without food or rest. 


’ 


: Gen, Grant says:* 


Since leaving Milliken’s Bend they (the troops) have marched as much 
x eek by night as by day, through mud and rain, without tents or much other 
baggage, and on irregular rations. 


_ And on page 35 says— 


Seo! Privations have been endured by men and officers as have rarely been. 
; paralleled in any campaign. ‘ 


The strain upon the Confederate forces was even greater 
than that on the Federal. Gen. Stephen D. Lee says in his 
report:+ 

The enemy had also from fifteen to thirty pieces of artillery in front of 
my lines, which kept up a heavy fire during both day and night. There was 
no relief whatever to-our men who were confined for forty-seven days in 


their narrow trenches without any opportunity of moving about, as there 
was during the day a perfect rain of minie balls. 


There must have been a perfect rain of cannon balls also 
if we are to believe the report of Gen. John C. Moore, C.S. A.: 


Some idea may be formed of the artillery fire to which we were exposed 
when I state that a small party sent out for that purpose collected some 
| 2,000 shells near and in the rear of the trenches occupied by our brigade. 

This was soon after the siege began, and it was but a portion of those that 

failed to explode. Only those who have tried it can tell the effect produced 
| on men by keeping them forty-seven days and nights in narrow ditches, 
exposed to the scorching heat during the day, and often the chilly air and 
dews of night. 


Gen. Louis Hebert says: 

. Forty-eight days and nights spent in trenches, exposed to the burning 
sun during the day and the chilly air of night, subject to a murderous 
storm of balls, shells, and war missiles of all kinds, cramped up in pits and 
holes not large enough to allow them to stretch their limbs; laboring day 
and night; fed on reduced rations of the poorest kind of food.|| 

Sufficient has been said, I think, to establish the fact of 


the extreme hardships of the campaign and of the privations 
endured, 


*Vol. 24, Part I, page 33, Official Records. 
tVol, 24, Part II, page 351. 

tIbid, page 382, 

|| Vol. 24, Part II, page 377, Official Records. 


IOWA AT VICKSBURG, 281 


Now, let us look for a moment upon the percentage of loss, 
which in many of the engagements will compare favorably 
with those of the most sanguinary European battles, either 
in ancient or modern times.* Gen. Dodge, of the U. 8. army, 
in his ‘‘Caesar,’’+ gives a table of casualties in some ancient 
battles, citing twelve engagements in which there were en- 
gaged from 5,000 to 50,000 by the offensive party, in which 
the average percentage of lossis given at 27+ percent. At 
Waterloo the French lost 21+ per cent,t and in the famous 
charge of the Light Brigade at Balaklava the loss was but 
67+ per cent, and this was but a cavalry dash of a few hun- 


dred.| 
The 17th Iowa at Champion’s Hill lost in killed and 


wounded 25 per cent of the number engaged (report of Col. 
Hillis). Col. Holden Putnam, 93d Illinois, states the 
strength of his brigade to have been 1,700 men, and his loss 
at Champion’s Hill 510, 30 percent. Col. E.S. Sampson, 5th 
Iowa,§ reports his loss to have been 27 per cent. Gen. Mc- 
Ginnis reports his loss at Champion’s Hill to have been, in the 
11th Indiana 36 per cent, 24th Indiana 40 per cent, and an 
average per cent of the whole infantry force engaged, 26.20 
per cent. 


*In Fox’s ‘‘Regimental Losses,”’ page 46, the percentage of losses in some of the 
greatest wars and famous battles of the world are given. Inthe Franco-Prussian war 
of 1870 the German loss is stated to have been 3.1 per cent. In the Crimean war the 
allied armies are said to have lost 3.2 per cent—but in the American civil war theloss 
of the Union forces is given at 4,7 per cent, and the Confederate 9 per cent, 

At the battle of Gravelotte, the Germans lost in killed and mortally wounded 14+ 
per cent, while Meade’s loss at Gettysburg was 28 per cent, and Lee’s considerably 
more. All the historians, we believe, agree that Borodino was the bloodiest battle 
since the introduction of gunpowder; the most credible statement of the losses sus- 
tained places the French loss in killed and wounded at 21 per cent, and the Russian 
loss at about 22 per cent. 

Assuming that Pemberton had but 41,074 men at Vicksburg, his loss being 10,074 
would make his percentage of loss (not including those surrendered) at 25+ per cent. 
Gen. Stephen D. Lee, in ‘‘Publications of the Mississippi Historical Society,’”’ says 
Pemberton’s March (1863) returns, show, present for duty, 41,829, which agrees with 
his total losses and the number surrendered. Grant had 45,000 men when he began 
the campaign and about 70,000 at the close of the siege ; hisloss was 10,014, or 14+ per 
cent. 

tDodge’s ‘'Caesar,”’ page 781. 

t{Bourrienne, Vol. 4, page 180. 

||McCarthy’s ‘‘History of Our Times,’”’ Vol. 2, page 576. 

§Vol. 24, Part I], page 316, Official Records, 
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The 21st Iowa lost 113-in killed, wounded and missing 
in the assault on the Confederate works May 22, 1863.* I 
am unable to determine satisfactorily the number engaged, 
but assuming it to be the same as the 22d Iowa, to-wit: 200, 
its loss would be 56+ percent. Lieut. Cooley of Company D 
of the same regiment, in a recent letter states: ‘““When we left 
for Jackson we had for duty about 160 men. Company D 
left Vicksburg with 12 men and during the siege of Jackson 
was reduced to 6 men.” 

Sergeant E. B. Snedigar, of the same company in a re- 
cent letter says: “In the record kept by Capt. Boardman I 
find ‘our regiment lost fully one-half in killed and wounded 
on the 22d of May.’” 

Geo. Crooke, adjutant of the regiment, says in his ‘‘His- 
tory of the Twenty-first Iowa,” on page 112, ‘The regiment 
numbered for effective service less than 200 men and officers, 
and arrived at Jackson mustering only 158 men for duty.” 

In a letter received recently from Wm. Fobes, a private 
in Company D, he states that he was the only private soldier 
in the company reporting. for duty at that time. 

Lieut.-Col. Harvey Graham, of the 22d Iowa, says in a 
communication addressed to Maj. Gen. McClernand, Sept. 1, 
1863,+ that the strength of his regiment in the assault upon 
the Confederate works May 22, 1863, was 200. The loss of 
the regiment} was 164 or 82 per cent, far exceeding the loss 
of the Light Brigade made famous by Lord Tennyson. 

A useless and criminal loss occurred at Jackson, Miss., 
July 12, 1863, in the brigade commanded by Col. I. C. Pugh, 
of the 41st Illinois, through the incompetency and criminal 
negligence of Gen. Lauman. The brigade went into action 
with 880 officers and men and lost 465 or 53 percent. Thus the 
estimate placed upon his ability by C. A. Dana was verified.|| 

*Vol. 24, Part II, page 161, Official Records, 


TVol. 24, Part I, page 178. 
tVol. 24, Part IT, page 161. 


“Lauman is a brave man, but an ox is just as fit to command.” Official Records, 


Vol, 24, Part I, page 108. 
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The 3d Iowa lost on that day 47 per cent of those en- 
gaged. 

Col. Waul, of the Texas Legion, reports a loss of more 
than one-third of his command.* Maj. Gen. John H. Forney 
a loss in his division of 24 per cent. Gen. S. M. Barton} says 
the loss in his brigade at Champion’s Hill was over 42 per 
cent. 

The troops marched from 12 to 28 miles per day; the 5th 
Towa, 16 miles for six consecutive days; Gen. Ewing’s brig- 
ade, 85 miles in three days—28 miles per day. Gen. Bowen 
says that “Gen. Tracy’s brigade marched 100 miles, fought 
for twelve hours an army of five times their number, and all 
in the space of five days.” 

When it is remembered that these men carried not only 
their weapons and probably an average of forty rounds of 
cartridges, their rations, such as they had, knapsacks, and in 
fact furnished the transportation as well as the fighting ma- 
chines for the army, it will readily be seen to what extreme 
fatigue they were exposed, and to what a trial their endur- 
ance was subjected. 

By an act of the General Assembly of the State of Iowa, 
approved March 29, 1900, the governor was authorized to 
appoint a commission “To ascertain and exactly determine 
the positions of the Iowa troops in the campaign and siege 
of Vicksburg.” Under the provisions of this act the govern- 
or appointed a commission, of which the writer was elected 
chairman. The commission visited Vicksburg in November, 
1900, and duly located the several positions of the Iowa 
troops. Commissioners from the states of Massachusetts, 
Rhode Island, Ohio, Minnesota, Missouri and Mississippi, 
have also visited the park and located the positions of their 
troops. Commissioners from the states of Texas, Tennessee 
and Illinois will perform their work at an early date. It is 


*Vol, 24, Part II, page 358, Official Records. 
tlbid, page 100, 
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expected that commissions: will be authorized and appointed — 
from every state which had troops in Grant’s, Pemberton’s 
and Johnston’s armies. The State of Iowa was the second 
state to locate positions, having been preceded a few days by 
Massachusetts. 

The following statement shows the Union military organ- 
izations in the Vicksburg campaign: 


Illinois—Infantry, 52; Cavalry, 10; Artillery, 15; total ... 77 


Indiana—Infantry, 24; Cavalry, 2; Artillery, 2; total..... 28 
Iowa—Infantry, 28; Cavalry, 2; Artillery, 2; total ....... 32 
Kansas——Infantry -.. 0... 00 cccwm ene cucs ct cena emanimmasiainn 1 
Kentucky—Infantry, 3; Pioneers, 1; total............... ~ 
Massachusetts—Infantry..... 2. ce cece cece cece ence seen 3 
Michigan—Infantry, 7; Artillery, 2; total............... SS 
Minnesota—Infantry, 3; Artillery, 1; total .............. + 
Missouri—Infantry, 17; Cavalry, 3; Artillery, 7; total.... 27 
New. Hampshire—IMnfantry.. 2. 2. fo. sees ae se case ea eee 3 
New York—Infantry, 3; Artillery, 1; total .............. 4 
Ohio—Infantry, 26; Cavalry, 1; Artillery, 11; total ...... 38 
Pennsylvania—Infantry, 4; Artillery, 1; total ........... 5 
Rhode Teland—IMntantry nas. scan ces sein easiness aces ss 550 1 
Regulars—Infantry, 2; Artillery, 1; total................ 3 
West Vizinia—In fan fr yea p vicwis!o.e sib 'e acre ana sin he beintaiallaiegnin 1 


Wisconsin—Infantry, 13; Cavalry, 1; Artillery, 3; total .. 17 


This makes an aggregate of 192 regiments or parts of 
regiments of infantry, 19 regiments of cavalry, and 46 bat- 
teries of artillery—257 organizations, not including eight 
regiments of negroes in process of enlistment. 

The Confederate strength under Gen. Pemberton at 
Vicksburg was as follows: 


Alabama—Infantry, 9; Artillery, 3; total...............- 12 
Arkansas—Infantry, 5; Cavalry, 1; Artillery, 2; total..... 8 
Georgia—Infantry, 10; Artillery, 1; total.........s..ee.- a bi 
Louisiana—Infantry, 7; Artillery, 18; total.............. 25 
Missouri—Infantry, 5; Cavalry, 2; Artillery, 5; total..... 12 
Mississippi—Infantry, 18; Artillery, 9; total............ 22 
Maryland =-Ariiltery'. csvs ss. cctesremionner cveetanetee eet eteniere at 
Tennessee—Infantry, 7; Cavalry, 1; Artillery, 8; total.... 16 
Texas—Infantry, 3; Cavalry, 1; Artillery, 1; total ....... 5 


Virginia—Artillery 
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This including “City Guards,” and “Partisan Rangers,” 
credited to Mississippi, and, in the total, three companies 
“paroled” as ‘Signal Corps,” with no state named, makes an 
aggregate of 62 regiments or parts of regiments of infantry, 
5 of cavalry, and 49 batteries of artillery —116 organizations. 
At the same time Gen. Johnston appears to have had with 
him 85 regiments or parts of regiments of infantry, 3 of cay- 
alry, and 14 batteries of artillery—102 organizations. 

The following compilation of ‘Classified Casualties” in 
Iowa troops during the siege of Vicksburg and connected 
with the campaign from November, 1862, to the beginning 
of the siege proper, and after the close of the same, July 4, 
1863, to the evacuation of Jackson, Miss., July 18, 1863, was 
furnished me by Adj. Gen. Melvin H. Byers, and is the work 
of Major T. F. Stephens, that most efficient, painstaking and 
obliging record clerk of the Iowa adjutant general’s office. 
It is made from the written record of each regiment partici- 
pating and will be found, I think, substantially correct. It 
differs, however, in several particulars from the table furn- 
ished by the United States Park Commission. This is nota- 
bly true in the 21st, 23d, and 24th Infantry. It will thus 
be seen that Iowa lost 422 killed and 44 missing (who were 
doubtless among the killed), 151 captured, and 1,816 wound- 
ed, a total of 2,433. 
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Casualties classified in Iowa organizations during the siege of Vicks- 


burg, Miss., from May 19 to July 4, 1863, and in battles, raids, scouts, and 


skirmishes prior to the siege and closely connected therewith, from Novem- 
ber, 1862, and in the operations against Jackson, Miss., and its siege and 
evacuation, July 17, 1863, as taken from the records and Adjutant Gen- 
eral’s Reports of 1867. 


Organi- 
zation 


2p Cav. 


3D Cay. 


47H Oay. 


3p Ine. 


ro ao! 
® - bet) 
Battles and Dates Z a aie Rees i (e 
7 2 i=} _ a2 J 
ai} e21sl|ls|s 
Sey 2b wh es BS 
Holly Springs, Miss., Nov. 2, 62 .... ape 1 : - 
Holly Springs, Miss., Nov. 20, 62 ... a Hoteles = 1 1 
Linnville, Tenn., Nov. 24, ’62 ....... dp Sessioe eee sins 1 
Water Valley, Miss., Dec. 4,62 ..... i. Lox = 2 
Coffeeville, Miss., Dec. 5, ’62 ........ es 5 2 1 8 
Oxford, Missa Dae, "62s. <5 ecsicetas ee A ivcacen: [tots 1 
Oxford, Miss., Dec. 30, ’°62.......... oe 1 5 = 6 
Grand Junction, Miss., Jan. 13, °63 .. BS ie NF eco = 1 
Grand Junction, Miss., March 23, ’63 ot 1 be oe is 
Palo Alto, Miss., April 21, ’63 ....... — Ghivwveten 6 
Near La Grange, Tenn., April 25, ’63. 1 IER yd 
Wall’s Hills, Miss., May 14, ’63 ...... =e 2 Fey or: 2 
Gibson’s Plantation, Miss., May 18,63) .... 2 LN Pee 2 
Santahoba, Miss., May 20, ’63....... a Oe Dyas uers 2 
Santahoba, Miss., May 23, °63....... = | veuisite wi tccig ate 1 
Potalsiscccereasone eh cate ine eit Stay 25} 16 2| 36 
Clinton, Miss., July 8,63 .......... 1 ast 1 
Jackson, Miss., July 5,’63 .......... Sin GheoaaT 1 1 
AAC Se ae ag ae a Ck rk at 1 1 2 
Raymond, Miss., May 12, ’63........ 1 3 he 4 
Raymond, Miss., May 25, ’63........ BE ee 1 1 
Mechanicsburg, Miss., May 24, 63... ue eh 1 
Mechanicsburg, Miss., May 29, ’63... GP wws 6 
Mechanicsburg, Miss., June 6,63 ... Sats il 1 
Mechanicsburg, Miss., June 29, 63 ..] .... Biter 1 
Black River, Miss., June 22,’68 ..... 2 2| 24 28 
Bear Creek, Miss., June 22,’68°...... 7 4 SEER oe 9 
Rear Vicksburg, Miss., June 27,63 .| .... #3 1 1 
otala As cot wae oee eo hee ony nee 101° 15) Sit acceso 
Grand totals, 3 regiments cavalry .| 13) 31! 48 3} 90 
On board steamer “Crescent City,” 
near Island No. 82, July 18, ’63.... 14/. 14 
Vicksburg, (siege of) May 18 to July 
A SES ire ctereepene sts. Ure a ne nena Cae 1 LO Mores tvs euste pis 
Jackson, Miss., July 12, 63 ......... Lijiaeosie Sls 8} 100 
Totils sakes eee ae 18] 86 13° 8! 125 
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* Mechanicsville, Miss., Haines’ Bluff, 
15TH InF) Miss., Vicksburg (siege of) Black 
River, May, June, July,’63........ 


=e od ao] 
= o ®d f 
he Battles and Dates 3 q 5 2 4 
rs hes Mame anouga Beir ae 
7 a oe ee 
4ru Inr| Vicksburg or Chickasaw Bayou, Dec. 
Bo oa Osem wa area ad eee are tet 6) 111 11 
Arkansas Post, Jan. 11,°63 ......... As 1 uy 
Vicksburg (siege of) May 18 to J oy 
eerie a Calas sole kc wane era's 2) 32 r 34 
Totals ....... Seite Pela oe era cist ste ets 8] 144! .. 152 
57x Inr|Coffeeville, Miss., Dec. 5, ’62........ a Weare 1 
Jackson, Miss., May 14, "63 Rak A eae ix xe 4 4 5 
Champion’s Hill, Miss., ‘May 16, 63 . Sie 77 1 93 
Sin gaa (siege of) May 18 to July 
5 RRR ARES SOE ee Bed 4| 23 : 27 
ee SeroeTi eens O Sos So aaee 19] 105 2 126 
67H Inr|Black River Bridge and Jones Ford, 
OL jab aI Die erg ce, aan oo. oasis, = oie (a Tito 2 5 § jee 3 
Jackson, Miss., July 10, 11, 15, 16, ’63 FY ade 3 5| 39 
Near Jackson, Miss., May 13, 14, ’63. ny eee Dex 2 
Deri pitisiiets are a5), 2 Sisto ane Seino eRe oe q 6| 67 
87x INF ee (siege of) May 18to July; 
o2 ae os SESE sot came epee Li licecae q 
Pecienie Miss., July 10, 11, 12, 16, ’63) .... Ame diiee ae| om Ny 
CONES SR ORS ARR BSA A Sere en (ees Bs en eer 
97TH Inr|Chickasaw Bayou, Dec. 29, 62 .....- z 3 sor 3 
Vicksburg (siege of) May 18 to July 
BS SS AMIS circ ete ton ea 9 ti 128 
CSO TARA Aeiityren MOD Oa, pemeiee BoE OB memes oi owoL: 
107TH Inr)Champion’s Hill, May 16,’63 ....... 35| 137 2 py a ir 
Vicksburg (siege of) May 18 to July 4, 
Dey eteeuenniete te hte ele ioie sare! sraiels) al ia)s (states ol 2 rah) etstele 1 30 
Totals Piri gioiaia apeinivia sialetessie ss x 2)=i= 37) 164 2 2) 205 
liz Inr|Vicksburg (siege of) May4toJuly4, [| | | | | 
AEB itp Cu NORE V MEMOIR DORON AI h | coretete! iededear 2 
Tho) bec neat artotoodendcanomas heart: 5H eral ipa 6 2 
127H InFiJackson, Miss., July 11, ’63......... Ree 6 6 
Vicksburg (siege of) May 18 to July 
LE tas aM eraias seal evevey el alee oleh ehael sue setese aie 1 4 5 
MISO UAI Sie tayoceraie' el ole aie) Stas ere! stole: <nlchorn lL) #4 Giessen OL. 
137TH Inr)Raymond, Miss., May 16,’63........ Sasso 1 apr 1 
Vicksburg (siege of) May 18 to July 
BOGS were alee rwre(lale\e/aVa%e) «is\'e 0'(ele iar" o'al ser ote Brea 2 ec eat de 1 
"RO GALS) varios 5 51>) de 0, olsietspelerel Pareles 470 SOKO 2 Beso 2 


*Record does not show any casualties in this regiment in the Vicksburg campaign. 


hehe Hill, May 16, ROBNaeeteres 
Vicksburg (siege of) May 18 to July 
CI 6 aes inact eines A 


\ Meals vu Sep 8 abe 0.6.6.6 8'8 0286 Oe 8.069 8 & 

ee NE TEE, OCR ele Sy. (8.290, Bae e 6m 0.6 Rime w Wein © Sige eS 
23p InF\Port Gibson, May 1,’63............ F 
Bisek’ River, May 17, G8... sks we. 

! Milliken’s Bend, June 7, ’63......... 

i 247H In¥F|Milliken’s Bend, April 27, ’63....... 


Port Gibson, May 1, 63 «2.05.5... oe 

Champion’s Hill, May 16,63 ....... 

Vicksburg (siege of) May 18 to hie! 
io GB. sare ayelaieaphlanaiatenetina sa sy ps eee 


Ce es 


*Reocord shows no casualties. 

{The U. 8, Commissioner’s figures, Art. 217. 

{See Official Records, Part I, vol. 24, page 96. Loss 86, 
§The U. S, Commissioners’ figures, Art. 229, 

|The U. S, Commissioners’ figures, Art. 200. 


IOWA AT VIOKSBURG. 


f rae} air 
_ Organi- ~ se oy 
3 Eatin Battles and Dates ie i B B48 
sy a S ets: 
4 bf Ok Soe 
y 
; 257TH Inr|Arkansas Post, Jan. 11, 63.......... 7) 47 3 9} 66 
rid Raymond, May 15, 63. Sisite Ae ieintarws Se 4) PAR 3. ieee. 1 
ea Vicksburg (siege of) May 18 to July 
” Ce ORES Yas cs apd eaaGneA Espasa 13). 42 |e 4| 59 
e Jackson, Miss., July 12, 18,’63...... 1 Di eerelers SG 2 
Z DG UC aay Peer ae re See Bolo yen 21, 90 4; 18] 128 
é 26ru Inr/Arkansas Post, Jan. 11,63 ......... 16t° = 73)°. 91 
Vicksburg (siege of) May 18 to July 
BeOS masta svardn eX 5: (n aT anselcimewinlnt= ataiopiebos Z| 28 1 1 at 
"TVotele. corns Sine StpNeID ee SNeloisl 5 25 101 1 1) 128 
287s Inr|Port Gibson, May 1,’63...... away one Li {Sige oie dO 
Champion’s Hill, May 16, ’63....... 23) 7-69)" 10 4} 106 
“ Vicksburg (siege of) May 18 to July 
Ab OG Binge eae are saree Pecehajoiciaiore: siaie oh cdelarsistl ae 10 
Jackson, Miss, July 11, 20, 63. Ris jadealeitaneiarete ih ilies 2 
Pols eevee sede at Selelavpienets slereiels 27-95) 11 4) 137 
30TH In¥/Chickasaw Bayou, Dec. 29, 62 ......| ...- ae 2 
Arkansas Post, Jan. 11,63 ..... Bee 4; 38] .. 42 
Champion’s Hill, May 18, ’63....... aie ‘Bley 1 
Vicksburg (siege of) May 18 to July 
ee UR AE hosel ce wise « potters t a 6S 74 
JANG IGI TE Peak Seo ene page NOI IACI =: 16) 103] ....| ....| 119 
31st Inr|Arkansas Post, Jan. 11,’63 ......... os i WA) ey Oe Renin 12 
Vicksburg (siege of) May 18 to July 
eo ne eerie OT eae Pe wey 
AEG ek begets iss aieterre kip paola so Bote 4 Sele Sas 36 
347H Inr/Arkansas Post, Jan. 11,’63......... if a Se 8 
On steamer “Nebraska” Jan. 25, 63 . Ne 1}. 1 
Vicksburg (siege of) May 18 to July 4, 
OAD DY atote Seale ew sia ote Maigiala/s( diaz, cian letoie'/e)'°'« 4). 6 
FOtalevs soe sicea aot ate Sipe eis tae ai WAAL 15 
357TH InF|Black River, July 4,’63............. 1 
Vicksburg (siege of) May 18 to July 4 
ORS in Sy iE EOE OCI EO aioe Db ie Suelo seis 2 
Jackson, Miss., July 12, 14, ’63...... 1 1; 10 1} 18 
BIN y tel ene satiots ston Geet eis:ja:al sieies suelo o(ehs.an mys 2 3} 10 De 16 
38ru Inz]Vicksburg (siege of) May 18 to July 4 bie i 
Jt tee See Og MTT 1 Z 2 
WhO PE a sie Bac co SOC OECD INDUCE 1 il 2 
Vicksburg (siege of) May 18 to July 4, ¥ vi 
AQ Te) ENE] oO accis sso are eis!Sinlelini ols ee, ol ercialal'sres' Bickers tdioks:loillasieriacal | Peneeie 
Grand totals 28 regiments infantry| 406) 1766} 99} 41] 2312 


*Ordered to Haines’ Bluffs May 31, ’63, to take part in Vicksburg campaign, but 


had no casualties. In ‘‘Army of Observation’’—so called. 


Vou, V.—19. 


‘Isr Bar|Port Gibson, May 1,’63.......-..-- 
mes ieee of) May 18 to July 4, 


Grand totals, 2 batteries artillery. . 


SUPPLEMENTARY TABLE. 


277H Inr|Near Waterford, Miss., Noy., Dec., ’62) .... aa | Se 


4 
29TH Inr|) Yazoo Pass, April, ’63............-. pat AC Ai Nh 1 
SoD. ENEMY AZOO EP RSS, PDs, Oolisnisiam = = wisim siete 7 7 
361TH InF)Yazoo Expedition, Feb., 63 ........ co ee. es vA ri 
Grand totals, 4 regiments infantry, 1 6 9} sess} 16 
pane aan ah tes en et es Le Na ee ee Sy 
, SUMMARY. 
Cavalry Sireg tM Ortkis ss.cew,eteiis'sieinws Garsbaisinigies 13} 31 a3 3} 90 
Infantry, 28: regiments a cies ssi ve waigewars vivre 406) 1766} 99; 41) 2312 
Artillery,.2 Datterles aw. c wes 65 wes be ccs seus BY TS) vee 15 
Infantry, 4 regiments {supplementary table). pe ee) 8 
Grand Gotals< cence inte athe a aale 422 “1816 . 1bi ie 2433 
Casualties at siege of Vicksburg (proper), 
May 18 ito duly #2863 cans. ose sree meres 154| 619) 16 8| 797 
Casualties all other engagements in the Vicks- 
burg campaign from Noy, 1862, to July 18, 
18638, aside from siege proper ............ _ 268) 1197; 135) 36 (1636 
Grmnmasotale ee oaks oo oes ~ 422] 1816) 151| 44] 2433 


*Drowned in Tallehatchie river, 


LN oe + et tend oe 


ko facesiipten 


Ah ee 


ae ESS Ee 


~ 


~ 


ay 


IOWA AT VICKSBURG. 


Apsuranr GrnERAL’s OFricn, 
Dexs Mornzs, Iowa, October 16, 1901. t 
Col. J. K. P. Thompson, Rock Rapids, Iowa: 
Dear Cotoneu: Replying to your inquiry of October 15, I beg to sub- 
mit the following list of organizations and troops furnished by the State 
of Iowa during the War of the Rebellion, as taken from Adjutant General 


N. B. Baker’s Report for 1865. M. H. Byznrs, 

, Adjutant General. 
Organization Men Organization Men 
1st Infantry, 3 mos..... ++» 915 34th Infantry, 3 YTS sekieowsens 953 
2d by De YERacwssewee Let? Soth Lato soe papers siekendee DOA. 
3d “ paeee eco. I0TR a ‘get tore . 986 
4th is OCI RPE pS 1184 37th as mE fara Sate me O14. 
5th ns a RAO ORT 1037 = 38th a) he prea soe! 910 
6th he Sa GE a 'aoToNa 1013 = 39th ne eee roca 933 
7th PB doti dratieNavan8 sive 1138 40th * Sv al eaiertten tel ene 900 
8th ie ated sine mth 1027 = 41st Ss “ *battalion 294 
9th = ecb lo 85 “7 2a 2090 1st Cavalry, 3 pA Rs IC 1478 

10th 7 SSS vere NSS 1027 oe A hati oe a eae Rac 1394 
11th ee SS irik cate eras 1022 3d ef SE gta poplar seat 1360 
12th - Scheer cians yan 981 4th x oP hte Ba ey stale e 1227 
138th 3 epi eet Ke 989 5th - OO skeen tee ist a 1245 
14th ja Seer, eects Sia 840 6th ee Valea PEO 1125 
15th oo os pale 1196 7th os SY Galera © witha 562 
16th - critter Matern tes 919 8th ‘ Deana ens 1234 
17th 2 St et a 956 9th ey cemcersiais:Dyer>..o)e 1178 
18th <5 222. rie ney 875 *Sioux City Cavalry, 3 yrs... 93 
19th f CSA IIe Oe 985 Co.A11th Penn. Cavalry 3 yrs 87 
20th os ete sca tcc 925 1st Battery, 3 Ni eae 149 
21st < ee ran Seie tele. 980 0 Ee ee 123 
22d 6 Mtr ala dishale sores 1008 3d tf LE SAME 142 
23d og esr 961 4th pbs Cys BSR hO 152 
24th 7 OPE Rina ite 979 1st Iowa African Inf. or 60th 
25th & “2S irrcnomeat 995 Aol ouvierevel etraler-ene re vaica« (s/eles ao)? legis 903 
26th s fee tact sReadiaie' 919 WDodge’s Brigade Band...... 14 
27th $ Fig BY (6 [6 0 0\aas 940 Band of 2d Lowa Infantry... 10 
28th 7 Yo Saas ase 956 44th Infantry, 100 days Aeshi 867 
29th BG SORE RIE 1005 45th ee ee Oe 912 
30th “ CF arte age Hise 46th Meee R AST 892 
31st be On Essa sor 977 47th bs ia eerenenls 884. 
32d ‘6 Sieeeiersloxalaiors 925 48th (battalion) “ Arcane ns Ae 
33d ee Sates eletakals 985 
ota letsts sire iste ieee PBC CR 56,344 
Enlistments as far as reported to January 1, 1864, for the older Iowa 
5-)°9 060) 0 | Bree iaiel's 2,765 
Enlistments of Iowa men in regiments of other states..........+.-- 2,500 
Re-enlisted veterans for different regiments........... iCoca Seeman 7,202 
Mdditional enlistiients puciheea- ss c0s n+ 2 cle ncldiceseew recess cesecce 6,664 
Brought forward.....--. ++ sees ceeeee eee e cece cee rene rene tees 56,344 
Grand total men furnished .....-.. 0-0. ce ccc see crecesrcesee 75,475 


Note—The 42d and 43d regiments of Infantry were ordered raised and numbers 
assigned (42 and 43) but they were never filled. Those (few) enrolled for these num- 
bers were distributed as recruits among old regiments. 


*Afterwards consolidated with 7th Cavalry. 
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General summary of casualties in the Union forces dur- 
ing the operation against Vicksburg, May 1 to July 4, 1863, 
as shown by the Official Records: 

The aggregate loss, including the battles of Port Gibson, Raymond, 
Jackson, Champion’s Hill, Black River, Milliken’s Bend, and Vicksburg, and 
numerous skirmishes in the meantime, was 10,014. 

Summary of the casualties of Confederate forces in the 
Vicksburg campaign, as shown by the Official Records: 


Port Gibson, Smith’s and Stevenson’s divisions ....-.....+.-+.+.+- 832 
RayMond 0. c Sic eco ccc c an coe ee ces ccs ccetesenennscusewncs nets 514 
Jackson, May 14 Seo Ge aww ae wn ewe waists int aS eee 845 
Champion’s Hill .........-.2ee cece cece es cecsee scence cess nccceee 3,624 
Black River Bridge. .... 2. seeccc cen e cece cece cece neces cece cocere 1,024 
Vicksburg (Baldwin, Vaughn and Dockery not reporting)......... 2,872 
Milliken’s* Bend. oe sce cn sem oamtens etna ates We ais eee 725 
Partial report of Baldwin and Vaughn..............-ssseeee evens 40 

Totals dees sels cae m0 0s tlle incu Ramen tis c's 0 Cielciane sles aber 10,476 
Mipderal loss hack sissies sins! na > scene oi miake ele 56 vin n wotein Uae erate 10,014 

I XCGSS OF CONTEAELALG OBS cece wile seers ccc cie ee owas ew vele's 462 
Surrendered at Vicksburg sec sos. sew twee ce dew eees vases cocscees 29,491 
Oaptured by expeditionary armies... eee sce e cece ce wt eee teen ne 1,147 
Killed, wounded and missing (a5 above).... 22. ee eee eee ewww eees 10,476 

Total Confederate loss. iiccineseusiewwerwawwcas ev sans eles aisles 41,114 


Add to this those not reported and those who died in 
hospitals before paroling could be completed, and those who 
escaped or concealed themselves, together with the strag- 
glers, and one can-readily reconcile the numbers with those 
given by Gen. Badeau.* 


*Official Records, Vol. 24, Part I, page 58. 


In a word, we may gather out of history a policy no 
less wise than eternal, by the comparison and application of 
other men’s forepassed miseries with our own like errors 
and ill-deservings.— Sir Walter Raleigh. 


THE PRESERVATION OF IOWA’S PUBLIC ~— 
DOCUMENTS. 


BY FRANK I. HERRIOTT, PH. D. 


We appreciate a thing most when we come seriously to 
wantit and then learn that although once obtainable in abun- 
dance it can not be had for love or great price. Not long is 
it going to be before the people of Iowa, or rather the read- 
ing public, students and investigators, realize with surprise 
and unspeakable regret the force of this observation as re- 
gards the documentary records of the State. 

It is no less astonishing than it is shameful, yet it is un- 
questionably true that, with the possible exception of the 
library of the State Historical Society at Iowa City there is 
not a library in Iowa that has a complete set of all our printed 
State records or public documents. The State Library does 
not possess them, nor does the Historical Library. But what 
is worse and most deplorable is the fact that these records, 
many of them, especially the earlier ones and not a few of 
those of later years, are not in our State document room, and 
it is difficult to secure them elsewhere even with the assist- 
ance of collectors of rare books, who charge us handsome 
prices for obtaining them. It is with chagrin that lowa 
scholars are compelled to admit that in Madison, in the Wis- 
consin Historical Library, there are more complete files of 
some of our State records than we can boast of here in Iowa. 

But stranger still, there is not an office or department in 
the capitol of Iowa, whose history dates back thirty years, 
that possesses a complete file of its printed reports to the 
governor or to the legislature. The Treasurer’s department 
has a bound volume containing his reports as far back as 
1856, but of few, if any, other departments can as much be 
said. Governor CO. C. Carpenter’s message in 1876 can no 
longer be obtained, In fact, all of the legislative documents 
of that year are gone. 

293 
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It cannot be said that we have not been forewarned and 
repeatedly urged to take suitable measures to preserve our 
public documents. But the anxiety of the student and in- 
yestigator, who especially appreciates the inestimable value : 
of original public records, counts for little with a busy public ; 
that usually can see only waste paper in an old House or 
Senate journal or committee report that may be covered with 
the dust and mould of a fifty years’ sojourn in an attic or 
cellar. 

In 1858, three Commissioners appointed by Governor 
Ralph P. Lowe under the Act of 1858 (Ch. 160, 7th G. A.), 
made a searching investigation of the files and the methods, 
work and accounts of the several State offices and reported 
their findings to the governor, June 1, 1858. The chairman 
of that commission and the author, no doubt, of the report 
was no less a person than our distinguished diplomat and 
scholar, Hon. John A. Kasson, who has alwaysshown his keen 
appreciation of the value of historical data and documentary 
sources and the best means for their preservation. Reporting 
upon the results of their investigations in the governor’s 
office the committee said: 


; 
zt 


No papers or records of the Executives of the Territorial Government 
are now to be found in the possession of the State Government. None of 
the papers or records of the Governors of the State prior to Governor 
Grimes, now remain in the possession of the State, so far as we can ascer- 
tain. The correspondence of this office during the term of Governor 
Grimes, has been preserved; but no other papers of his term, nor books, 
are found in the office, 

Governor Lowe has instituted efforts, which promise to be successful, 
to obtain the official letters and papers of Governors Lucas and Clarke,. 
and at least a part of Governor Chambers, of the Territory. It is expected 
that these will contain important facts respecting the Missouri boundary 
question, arising from which this State has a claim on the General Goy- 


ernment. It is not known that any other executive papers can now be 
recovered,* 


*Report of the Commissioners appointed to investigate the several State offices for 
the years 1858 and 1859, pp 7-8. 

A part of the correspondence of the territorial governors, referred to by the com- 
missioners in 1858, was recently recovered from the files of the General Land Office, 
at Washington, as a result of the efforts of the Curator of the Historical Library, 
Mr. Charles Aldrich, with the assistance of lowa’s congressional delegation, 
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After making some specific recommendations as to the 
preservation of the records of the executive actions and offi- 
cial papers, the committee continues: 

+ + . We have elsewhere referred to the need, in other State offices, 
of a volume of records of reports made by those officers to the General 
Assembly or to the Governor. The same necessity exists in this office for 
a manuscript record, well indexed by subjects, of all Executive Proclama- 
tions, and communications to the General Assembly. With the lapse of 


time, the printed copies may be lost: they are even now obtained with 
difficulty for the earlier periods of our brief history as a State and Territory.* 


The effect of that report, in which facts no matter how 
disagreeable they might be, were unflinchingly reported and 
conditions were described without reservation, had a bene- 
ficial effect that was immediately perceptible. Many of the 
officials acted upon the recommendations and took greater 
precautions to preserve systematically the records of their 
acts. In the next general assembly a resolution was intro- 
duced by Mr. D. D. Sabin, of Mitchell county, February 9, 
1860, and adopted, calling for an investigation of the means 


then available for preserving public records, especially as. 


against fire. On February 18, Mr. S. B. Rosenkrans, of 
Hamilton county, reported upon the matter, declaring the 
provisions inadequate for preserving the State’s original and 
printed records, and “further protection imperatively de- 
manded.”’+ ‘The result was the introduction of a bill for “An 
Act providing greater safety for books, papers and records 
belonging to the State,” in the house of representatives, March 
9, 1860. It provided for the erection on Capitol square of 
a building with “‘fire proof” vaults; but the legislature ap- 
propriated only $3,500 for the structure. The bill passed 
and was approved by Governor Kirkwood April 13, 1860. 
To students of origins and beginnings of institutions it 
is an interesting fact that the author of the original resolution 
that led up to the act referred to above was not its formal 


*Ibid, p. 8. 
+House Journal, 1860, p. 263. 
{Laws of 1860, Ch. 96. 
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introducer, but the then clerk of the House, who has since 


become well known for his interests and energetic labors along — 


the same lines indicated in the resolution he drafted nearly 
forty-two years ago. To his indefatigable labors and gen- 
erous donations the people of Iowa are indebted for the 
Aldrich Collection, and because of his industry, tact and per- 
severance, despite heavy odds, the State can now congratu- 
late herself on the establishment and construction of the 
present Historical Library, of which he is appropriately the 
Curator. 

Unfortunately the legislature in 1860 was parsimonious 
and short-sighted in appropriating so small an amount for 
the ‘““Warehouse,”’ as it was designated. A building for the 
safe-keeping of the State’s records and documents that could 
be constructed within the limits of the appropriation could 
be neither safe nor adequate. A wooden frame veneered 
with brick was built. On the night of November 7, 1884, 
the warehouse, with its “‘fire-proof vaults,” and the most of a 
considerable collection of public documents stored within, was 
destroyed by fire. 

Besides that untoward eyent there occurred a whole- 
sale destruction of State reports that some day will be recit- 
ed with amazement by librarians deprived of valuable docu- 
ments and annoyed by the incompleteness of their collections. 
Although many years ago, the transaction took place within 
the memory of men now living. The old warehouse became 
overstocked. Or, rather, the old capitol became crowded; 
more office room was needed; and it was acquired by poach- 
ing on the space of the warehouse. The matter of interest 
here is that various and sundry in authority came to the con- 
clusion that the most of the documents, at least those of ear- 
lier years, stored in the building, especially constructed for 
their preservation, were simply so much ‘unk’ and were bet- 
ter carted out. So decidedly were they of this opinion that, 
no one offering to buy them as waste paper, they had a man 
take them out, leaving a small number of each report on 
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the shelves for any one who might possibly call for them. It 
Tequired more than two weeks for the man and his cart or 
wagon to get the documents out and load them in cars for 
shipment. Several cars were filled. One of the writer’s in- 
formants, both witnesses of the transaction, told him that the 
party doing the job realized a handsome return for his labors 
in the sale of the documents. 

Giving some reminiscences at the second reunion of the 
Pioneer Law-Maker’s Association, in 1890, Hon. C. C. Nourse 
related his experiences in securing materials relating to the 
early history of the State in the course of the preparation of 
his historical address on behalf of the State of Iowa at the 
Centennial Exposition in Philadelphia, in 1876. Among 
other things he said: 


I want to say here in this connection with that resolution [viz: 
one urging the legislature to collect and preserve documents and early State 
records] that was adopted, when you go to find something of the early his- 
tory of Iowa, and something of the archives of Iowa, do not go to the State 
Library. You will find in the old capitol building, a dark room in the 
basement that is full of old papers from the ceiling to the floor, packed 
away in store boxes, mouldy and full of dust, [and] in pigeon holes. The 
State of Iowa ought to send some person into that dark hole, if it is there 
yet full of those papers, to sort out and save whatever is valuable in that 
subterranean treasury, and probably you will find the Journal of that con- 
vention there. [Constitutional Convention of 1846.] I have found some 
valuable matters in time past. I simply go to the janitor of the building 
when I want to find out anything there.* 


The completion of the capitol in 1884 gave the State more 
room and a safe store-house for the annual output of official 
reports and public records. The inauguration of the Histor- 
ical Department, in 1892, has since wrought great changes 
in public sentiment and practice respecting the preservation 
of records of the State’s history. But there still prevails a 
practice in the distribution or disposal of our State reports 
that has been almost as deplorable in its results as the fire in 


1884. 


*Proceedings and Papers of the Second Reunion of the Pioneer Law-Makers of 
Iowa, at Des Moines, February 27-29, 1890, pp. 77-78. 
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It has long been the custom to ship out all, or as many as 


possible, of the reports, as fast as possible. “Get rid of © 


them,” seems to be the motto. For years past, during the 
annual State Fairs, or at times when the capitol is crowded 
with visiting excursionists, one would almost invariably come 
across piles of documents at various places in the basement 
corridors with placards thereon with the invitation in bold 
and staring letters, “HELP YOURSELF!” School chil- 
dren have been seen on the streets of the capital city indulg- 
ing in sham battles with Iowa documents as missiles of of- 
fense and defense. For days thereafter the winds would 
whisk about the leaves and labels, covers and wrappings, of 
books destroyed in the melees. A waste, an utter and sense- 
less waste of documents that will be worth, if they are not 
already worth, their weight in gold to the host of libraries 
now coming into existence in Lowa. 

In defence of such extravagant distribution it will be said 
that there is not room enough in the basement store rooms 
of the capitol to keep the annual accumulations of documents. 
This is more or less true, although the fact does not fully 
justify the reckless waste of the past. The basement rooms 
are obviously not adapted for storage rooms and never were 
so intended. The State’s public documents should be placed 
in a warehouse especially constructed for their reception and 
storage. Such a building could properly be a part of a Hall 
of Archives, a matter to be dealt with later. 

With the exception of the laws and supreme court reports, 
and now and then an especially noteworthy document, it has 
never been the practice of the State Library to have set apart 
a certain number or proportion of each report published to 
be reserved entirely for the use of the library in effecting 
exchanges and assisting other and newly founded libraries in 
completing their collections. It usually takes ten to twenty 
years for the managements of new libraries, or their patrons, 
to learn to appreciate the great importance of public docu- 
ments. During such time the State Library should act in 
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loco parentis and preserve for them valuable records that 
otherwise would be lost for most of them. It is not unrea- 
sonable to assume that the world, and the State of Iowa in par- 
ticular, are likely to continue for the next hundred years or 
more, and we should act in the interim with a view to the 
needs of the teeming cities and towns of our commonwealth, 

If it were made a statutory duty that certain reservations 
of our State documents be made as suggested and placed un- 
der the control of the State Library it would not be long be- 
fore the law would prove to be an inestimable boon to our 
young and growing libraries. The past decade has seen a 
great increase in the number of libraries in Iowa. In 1885 
we had 47; in 1895 the number had increased to 158; and 
in 1900 there were 204 reported. Under the impulse given 
the library movement since the enactment of the law provid- 
ing for the present Library Commission, the day is not far 
distant when the vast majority of our towns and cities will 
have public libraries and the demand for the completion of 
sets of our State documents will be urgent, but alack for the 
most part without avail. Take such a recent publication as 
the “Official Register.” None of the earlier numbers can be 
obtained except from the second-hand book dealers. Just 
recently the public has learned that the entire edition of the 
issue of 1901 has been exhausted.* 


*Since the above was written the secretary of the State Library Commission, Miss 
Alice S. Tyler, has issued ‘‘Leaflet No. 2,” directing the attention of the librarians 
of the State, and of those interested in the establishment and equipping of libraries, 
to various sources of information relative to the history of lowa, among others, vari- 
ous State publications. She especially urges the early acquisition of these valuable 
sources or the completion of their files. For the use of librarians there is contem- 
plated, she informs me, a printed check list of all Iowa documents now obtainable. 
All this means that the libraries of Iowa are soon going to be searching far and wide 
for the volumes necessary to complete their files, which, but for the senseless waste 
of them in the past, they would be able for the most part to secure without difficulty 
or expense. ae 

As a part of its work in promoting libraries the commission receives and distrib- 
utes tiles of the current magazines, acting in this way as a sort of clearing house for 
the libraries and book clubs of the State. If Iowa documents were included in these 
exchanges many rare and valuable reports could be easily recovered and many libra- 
ries would be enabled to complete their files or effect valuable exchanges. In every 
town and city of the State there may be found numbers of State documents, the pos- 
sessors of which may or may not appreciate, who, if the matter were properly pre- 
sented, no doubt would give them to the secretary of the commission for the purposes 


here suggested. 
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The rapid exhaustion, waste, and complete loss of so 
much of our valuable material in the writing of Iowa’s his- 
tory, and the growing demand for the reproduction of much 
of that original data, make most timely and important the 
various measures already taken, or urged, to reprint the early 
laws of the Territory and State and the messages and official 
papers of the governors. In his second biennial message to 
the legislature, in January, 1890, Governor William Larra- 
bee advocated the reprinting of the early laws, urging the 
matter in the following words: 


The statutes of the Territory of Iowa, which are now out of print, ought 
to be compiled and republished, together with those of the territories of 
Michigan and Wisconsin affecting Iowa. The acts of the first and fifth, 
and perhaps of some other early general assemblies, are also becoming 
very scarce, and might be reprinted with advantage. (p. 59.) 


Governor Larrabee’s suggestion was not acted upon until 
1895, when the State Historical Society began, under the 
editorship of Professor B. F. Shambaugh of the university, 
the reprinting of selected laws and documents illustrative of 
early Iowa history. His admirable series is intended pri- 
marily for class-room use, and for those who want the chief 
or most important documentary materials of the early history 
of Iowa. For those, however, who wish to make exhaustive 
original researches the entire body of Territorial laws and 
early State laws should be reprinted and made available for 
use in every public library in Iowa. A beginning has been 
made. Last year the Historical Department, under the direc- 
tion of Curator Charles Aldrich, reprinted all of the laws 
adopted at the first session of the Iowa territorial legislature 
of 1838-1839, It is most devoutly to be wished that this is 
but the beginning of a series of reprints that will include not 
only those urged by Governor Larrabee, but the Indian trea- 
ties affecting Iowa, the letters and papers of the territorial 
governors, the journals of the first two constitutional conven- 
tions and a score of other rare and invaluable documents that 
constitute the chief sources of our information respecting the 
beginnings of our State’s history. 


-% 


PRESERVATION OF IOWA’S PUBLIC DOCUMENTS. 801 


If the reasons for the preservation of the State’s printed 
records are worthy of our attention, the reasons for the pre- 
servation of the official records and papers of the State are 
imperatively urgent. As Mr. Kasson and his associates 
pointed out in 1858, it is very important to keep complete 
records of official transactions and papers, and so far as prac- 
ticable to keep these records in the form of permanent record 
books. But such records are not to be discarded or destroyed 
the moment they pass out of daily or current use. It is just 
as important to provide for their safe-keeping and permanent 
preservation. One would think there should exist no need 
for insistence upon such elemental truths. There is, never- 
theless, need of constant emphasis being placed on them. 
The present facilities for keeping the precious papers and 
archives of the State of Iowa are very meagre, and some of 
the methods heretofore pursued are somewhat inadequate. 

The leading executive departments are now crowded for 
office space in the capitol. Not all of the offices possess 
vaults in which books and papers can be kept safe from fire 
or theft. This is true of the offices of the adjutant general, 
attorney general, secretary of the executive council, and to a 
large extent of the board of control. Their books and papers 
are packed away on open shelves or in back rooms. The 
vaults in many instances are full to overflowing. Papers and 
files are already “jammed” together to gain space. This is 
especially true in the offices of the secretary of state, auditor, 
and treasurer of state. With the rapidly accumulating mass 
of original papers it will not be long before there will be in- 
extricable confusion of valuable papers and more or less loss 
resulting. As it is the State’s archives are not always care- 
fully and systematically catalogued, classified and thus made 
easily accessible. Those of recent years are, of course, ob- 
tainable without much labor; but those of earlier periods 
usually require a hunt of considerable duration and success 
may or may not attend the result. 

With the changing administrations and the practice of 
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rotation in the clerical forces that have practical charge of the 
arrangement of the Staté’s archives for reference and safe- 
keeping, there is not always assured the utmost appreciation 
of the value of the State’s records, either recent or ancient. 
They are sometimes regarded as so much lumber, and now 
and then treated as such. A few years agoaperson in search 
of some information from official sources was permitted to go 
into the vault of the office having charge of the records he 
desired. He found the archives of that important office— 
not on the shelves properly arranged, but in an indiscrimin- 
ate heap on the floor of the vault! There in confusion and 
neglect lay a mass of original records of the State govern- 
ment of Iowa covering forty years or more of her history. 
All sorts and sizes of record books relating to various classes 
of important matters of the State’s business made up the 
heap. Covers of some of the books had been half torn off, 
or badly wrenched, and leaves were wrinkled, crushed and 
torn. The visitor asked the clerk who was assisting in search- 
ing for the desired books how long they had been left in that 
condition, and he replied, “Three months or so. Some men 
making an examination here awhile back tossed things about 
this way and no one has taken the trouble since to put them 
on the shelves, where they ought to be.” 

Such gross neglect of valuable records is exceptional, of 
course, yet to a greater or less extent the State of Iowa per- 
mits and in a way encourages precisely this sort of indifference 
respecting the preservation of her archives, since no suitable 
place is provided for them. 

Persons seeking historical data or information bearing 
upon some claim or legal controversy, which can be obtained 
only from original official records, should be able to get what 
they seek without inconvenience or long delay. They should 
be able to obtain on call the original of any legislative bill er 
of any report of any legislative committee, with all papers 
and documents pertaining thereto, introduced in either the 
house or senate of the general assembly since Iowa became 
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a State. But itis very doubtful if such is possible for many 
years back. In some recent researches the writer learned, 
much to his regret, that the original of an important house 
bill, introduced in 1870, had not been preserved. 

With the present inadequate facilities for preserving the 
original documents of the State these conditions are not go- 
ing to improve. From the nature of the case they are bound 
to get worse, ‘The accumulations are augmenting much more 
rapidly in these days than was the case twenty-five years ago. 
The volume of work in each office has increased and there has 
been a marked increase in the number of offices in the capi- 
tol. Take, for instance, the offices of the board of control and 
of the treasurer of state. In the offices of the board is now 
done the work formerly done at thirteen State institutions, 
with much in addition, with an elaborate system of account- 
ing for each several transaction. But besides the records and 
files of their own separate work there is kept a complete set 
of records, in duplicate, of the books in use at the various in- 
stitutions under the board. The volume of work in their 
offices is immense, and the piling up of records and papers 
will very soon outgrow their present vault room. The same 
is to be said of the treasurer’s office. The board of control 
act and the various acts relative to the taxation of collateral 
inheritances have increased a hundred fold the volume of 
business in that department, and to take care of his books 
and papers the treasurer has almost, if not quite, the poorest 
yault in the capitol. It is a mere “cubby hole.” So many 
records are now in daily use in the department that two years 
ago it was found impracticable to keep them in the vault and 
a large steel book-rack with steel curtain cover was purchased 
and set up in the main office in which to keep them from fire 
and molestation. He has a large assortment of old receipt 
and check stubs, covering the transactions of twenty-five 
to forty years, that he can only pile up like so much cord- 
wood on the topmost shelf of the vault. Should one of these 
stubs be called for it requires no little disagreeable labor, 
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high up on a ladder, in the hot, musty air at the top of the 
vault, to secure the record desired. 

The present capitol building is generally assumed to be 
fireproof, and such, for the most part, is the case; yet the 
risks of losses of records and documents from fire are very 
considerable. The furnishings of many of the offices are in 
wood, and the record and file cases are made of wood. About 
a year ago this winter, late one night, a fire was discovered 
in the office of the secretary of the executive council, fortun- 
ately in time to prevent any damage; but had it got under 
headway the records of the council for a quarter of a century 
would have been lost or practically ruined by water. All of 
the military records of the adjutant general’s office are kept 
in wooden cases. In 1895 a fire, that started from a collec- 
tion of cast-off oiled rags, destroyed the back of the case con- 
taining all of the muster rolls of our Iowa troops during the 
civil war. The fire was discovered before it reached the files 
in the case, but for the merest luck, a very valuable and 
indispensable collection of the State’s archives would have 
been lost. 

This state of affairs is a matter for serious consideration 
by the legislature. The suggestion, some time since made in 
these pages,* and in the recent report of the curator of the 
Historical Library, that there is need of the erection of a 
“Hall of Archives,” is most timely. For it is only in a build- 
ing, especially constructed for their reception and storage, 
that official records can be suitably provided for, where they 
can be thoroughly classified, labeled, numbered, catalogued, 
or indexed and filed away in systematic fashion, year after 
year, safe from fire, theft or negligent care, and at all times 
easily accessible to any in search of original sources. 

It is not alone the historical student and investigator who 
is interested in the preservation of original documentary rec- 
ords. Every lawyer and every litigant in the State, every 
man and woman who, in the future, may be involved in liti- 


*See ANNALS OF IowA, Vol V, p. 66, 
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gation to protect or secure their rights, every taxpayer, have 
_ a vital interest in their maintenance and security. Life, lib- 
erty, reputation, property, when in question may rest entirely 
upon the authenticity and accessibility of official records. If 
official records are insufficient or undiscoverable, courts may 
_resort to collateral evidence, namely, contemporary or ante- 
cedent records, for information upon which to base their con- 


clusions respecting contested matters.* If, therefore, con- 
stant care is not exercised on the part of the State’s officers 


to secure and keep intact and safe from fire, dampness, de- 
composition, or theft, all official records and related docu- 
mentary materials, individuals and corporate bodies, private 
and public, may suffer serious deprivation because rights as- 
sumed or claimed can not be substantiated for lack of the 
original records. Innumerable instances might be given. 
Two interesting illustrations will suffice. 

From 1872 to 1874 the State of Iowa had a commission 
to investigate the numerous contested claims to land titles in 
the Des Moines river valley. The commission examined into 
hundreds of claims, took an immense amount of testimony, all 
of which they filed with their report to Governor C. C. Carpen- 
ter in1873. One of the members of that commission informs 
me that he has since received many inquiries asking for re- 
scripts of some of the evidence collected at that time for use 
in legal controversies, but that the papers filed with the re- 
ports have disappeared from the office where they were depos- 
ited; at least, he has never been able to get at them if per- 
chance they are stored away in some nook or “cubby hole” 
of the capitol. 

At this very time, Hon. J. S. Lothrop, of Sioux City, late 
State Senator from Woodbury county, is prosecuting an in- 
vestigation that affords striking confirmation of what has just 
been said respecting the vital importance of preserving the 
State’s archives. Senator Lothrop believes that the State of 


*See the case of Allen vs. Clayton, decided by the Supreme Court of Iowa in 1884, 
Iowa Reports, vol, 63, p. 11. 


Vou, V—20. 


. re 


ANNALS OF IOWA. 


Towa has a substantial claim against the national government 
for accrued interest on the funds advanced by Iowa during 
the civil war in equipping troops for the government and 
sending them to the front earlier than otherwise they could 
have been. Iowa advanced large amounts to assist in that 
work, borrowing $300,000 and in still other ways extending 
her credit to the nation. Repayment of the principal of her 
outlay, although ultimately made, was long delayed and the 
State was never reimbursed for the interest she paid out on 
her loans and the other sums advanced, In making his re- 
searches for evidence on which to rest his claim, Senator 
Lothrop experienced some difficulty in obtaining the official 
records during some portions of the period he was investigat- 
ing. Prior to 1863 many of the records in both the auditor’s 
and treasurer’s offices are missing. The point to be noted here 
is that the inquiry he has made may mean several hundred 
thousand dollars to our Statetreasury. Recent decisions of the 
court of claims at Washington respecting the claims of other 
states similarly urged have been adjudged favorably to the 
claimants. But the State of Iowa must rest her claim upon 
old and musty records, not always carefully kept. If suc- 
cess attends Senator Lothrop’s quest, the State will realize 
nearly enough to build a Hall of Archives comparable in 
architectural dimensions and attractiveness with the plan of 
the Historical Library. This financial phase of the preser- 
vation of archives should lessen the size of the obstacle which 
no doubt looms large in the minds of taxpayers and their rep- 
resentatives, when the erection of such a building is urged. 


THE IDOL of to-day pushes the hero of yesterday out of 
our recollection, and will in time be supplanted by his suc- 
cessor of to-morrow.— Washington Irving. 
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THE INDIAN CHIEF KEOKUK—''THE WATCHFUL FOX.”’ 


This half-tone portrait is from a daguerrotype taken in 1847, when the great chief was 


67 years of age. THr ANNALS copies it from a photograph from the original, 
kindly furnished by Dr. J, M. Shaffer of the city of Keokuk, his 
has been generally accepted by historical writers as a 
faithful likeness of that celebrated Iowa Chief, 
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COLONEL KINSMAN. 


Since the civil war few men of his rank have been so well 
remembered in this State as Colonel William H. Kinsman. 
True, he was a brave, impulsive and most efficient soldier, 
who was killed in battle; but this might be said of many oth- 
ers who were quite his equals, but of whom the general re- 
collection is growing dim with the flight of years. His name 
has lived while “the mould is gathering upon the memories’’ 
of so many others. In addition, however, to his high, manly, 
and soldierly qualities, he was most fortunate in other re- 
spects. He was the idol of two famous regiments, the Fourth 
and the Twenty-third Infantry, the survivors of which may 
be found in many Iowa counties, and an officer whose char- 
acteristics gave him a warm place in the affections of his men. 
He stood high in the regard of Gen. G. M. Dodge, with 
whom he was upon terms of close friendship in private life 
before the war. The friendship of Gen. Dodge greatly aided 
Kinsman in the early days of his military service, though he 
possessed the elements which make up the dashing soldier. 
He would have won higher promotion had his life been spared. 

In the pages of this number of Tur Annas Gen. Dodge 
gives to history his recollections of his friend and fellow sol- 
dier, paying a generous tribute to his many high qualities. 
This article was written nearly a year ago, long before the 
recovery of Col. Kinsman’s remains. Gen. Dodge sometime 
since determined that the remains of the gallant soldier should 
be brought home to Council Bluffs for final burial, with 
such honors as people so spontaneously pay to the illustrious 
dead. Two expeditions were set on foot by him and carried 
through at his expense. The last was successful and the 
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grave was located by men who had helped bury the soldier, 
and his remains were sent home. Upon their receipt at 
Council Bluffs, Gen. Dodge published the following open 
letter to his old comrades in arms. It explains itself: 


TO MY COMRADES. 
Covunor1t Buurrs, Iowa, Nov. 26, 1901. 
To My Comrades of the Fourth and Twenty-third Iowa Infantry: 

The remains of W. H. Kinsman of Council Bluffs, Iowa, who was a lieu- 
tenant and captain in Company B, Fourth Iowa Infantry, and lieutenant- 
colonel and colonel of the Twenty-third Iowa Infantry, have been recoy- 
ered by Lieut. J. A. Straight and Jesse Truitt of the Twenty-third Iowa, 
and are now deposited in a vault in Fairview cemetery in this city. 

It is intended to erect a suitable monument to his memory, and it is my 
wish that every living comrade of the two regiments in which he so gal- 
lantly served, should have an opportunity to aid in the erection of the mon- 
ument, no matter how small the amount. The names of every one of you 
should appear in honoring the memory of yeur comrade and commander, 
and you should also be present at the unveiling of the monument, May 17, 
1902. 

As the contract for the monument must be made immediately, in order 
to have it completed in time, your donation should be prompt and for- 
warded to E. J. Abbott, adjutant, Abe Lincoln Post, G. A. R., Council Bluffs, 
Iowa. The comrades who see this are requested to inform all comrades of 
their acquaintance in either regiment. GRENVILLE M. DopGez. 


THE Annals of July next will no doubt present some ac- 
count of the final tribute to the memory of Col. Kinsman, in- 
cluding the dedication of the monument, to pay for which 
his old comrades in arms are now sending in their contribu- 
tions. 

After the foregoing article was prepared, we received 
from Gen. G. M. Dodge, copied by a friend, the following 
item from the genealogical record of the Kinsman family: 

William Henry, son of Theodorus Kinsman, born July 11, 1832, graduat- 
ed from Claverack Academy in Claverack, Columbia county, N. Y., about 
1857/studied law. When the war broke out joined the army, rose to the 


rank of colonel of the Twenty-third Iowa Infantry, and fell in battle near 
Vicksburg, Miss., May 17, 1863, in Grant’s army. 


JUSTICE TO MR. COFFIN. 


We believe it must be known to every intelligent reader that 
the movement to require the railroad companies throughout 
the United States to furnish their cars with safety appliances 
to prevent the maiming and killing of their brakemen, origin- 
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ated with Hon. Lorenzo 8. Coffin of Webster county, Iowa. 
We mention this matter just now for the purpose of stating 
that other parties are claiming the credit of this great under- 
taking. This is not to be wondered at, for it is seldom, in- 
deed, that any genuine reform comes to its fruition without 
a like result. There are always “claimants” of the credit of 
every good work, whether it be the writing of an immortal 
poem or the initiation of a great measure of reform. Mr, 
Coffin, the pioneer in this movement, seems unlikely to es- 
cape the common fate of all true reformers. But hundreds, if 
not thousands, of the people of this and other states, are still 
living to testify to his earnest and self-sacrificing work 
from the very start, in securing the adoption of this life- 
saving law. How he presented it to the Iowa and other 
state legislatures, and to the congress of the United States, 
is yet within the public memory. He had to meet and over- 
come a thousand objections, all of which were less than fan- 
ciful when weighed in the scale against human lives. Aside 
from all this he was stigmatized as a “crank,” ‘“a half crazy 
enthusiast,” with divers other choice epithets from the same 
general category of denunciation. But he steadfastly perse- 
vered, braving and surmounting every obstacle, laboring with 
law-makers everywhere, discussing the measure on the ros- 
trum and in the newspapers, until he won a success which 
has made his name illustrious. And now, various men here 
and there, are claiming that they initiated the movement. 
We have written these lines in justice to Mr. Coffin, with 
whom the writer has had a personal acquaintance of more 
than forty years, and with an earnest wish to aid in giving a 
good man the permanent credit so justly hisdue. Itis to be 
hoped that he will write a history of the measure and tell the 
coming generations how it came to its abiding-place in the 
general legislation of the country. 

No sooner had Mr. Coffin secured the adoption of appli- 
ances for saving the lives of railroad employes than he pro- 
jected another enterprise which must also appeal to the sym- 
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pathies of all humane and Christian people. This is a 
home—consisting of a beautiful 80-acre farm and comforta- 
ble buildings—for discharged convicts from our penitentia- 
ries, a temporary resting-place, where they can safely abide 
until permanent employment can be secured for them. A 
condition can scarcely be imagined more forlorn than that of a 
convict during the first few weeks succeeding his discharge 
from a term of imprisonment. He is an object of universal 


distrust, and it is little wonder that so many of them, failing | 


to obtain employment, keep on the down grade and again 
bring up in the penitentiary. Mr. Coffin’s plan contemplates. 
welcoming them to this pleasant home, where light employ- 
ment can be had, and where, under the influence of Christian 
teaching they can be aided and encouraged to lead better 
lives—in short, “‘to be saved to themselves and the State.”’ 
At this writing the building is enclosed and on the way to: 
completion. It will doubtless be ready for its good work 
early in the spring. There are many details relating to this 
undertaking, which we have no space to recount, but it is so. 
far advanced that its success is assured. In fact, Mr. Coffin 
never takes a backward step in any good work. We under- 
stand that many convicts in our penitentiaries, whose terms 
will expire the present year, are already looking ahead with 
high hopes of finding a resting-place and encouragement un- 
til they can make a new start in life from the home so wisely and 
generously provided for them by Mr. Coffin. This place of 
rest is near his own home—in fact, a part of his celebrated 
Willow-Edge Farm. 


CHARACTERISTIC LETTER BY GOV. KIRKWOOD. 


The original copy of the following letter was recently 
presented to the State Historical Department by Mr. H. W. 
Lathrop, author of the “Life and Times” of our late War 
Governor, It has been published heretofore, and possibly 
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more than once. It was written to his nephew, Samuel Kirk- 
wood Clark, son of Hon. Ezekiel Clark, who “went to live 
with his uncle almost from the time of leaving his cradle.” 
The young man enlisted November, 1861, in the 4th Iowa 
Cavalry, but was afterwards promoted to first lieutenant and 
adjutant of the 25th Iowa Infantry. He received a mortal 
wound at the battle of Arkansas Post, Jan. 11, 1863, from 
which he died on the 20th of February. It is one of the ex- 
cellent, fatherly letters written by the illustrious War Gov- 
ernor to the boy, full of sensible advice to its recipient, and 
boys of these later times may well profit by the sensible ad- 
vice it contains. It is with pleasure that we transfer it to 
the pages of THE ANNALS: 


ExxEOUTIVE CHAMBER, 
Des Mornzs, Iowa, Jan. 29, 1860. 


Dear Kirk: Ihave been so busy that I have not found time to write 
you until to-day. I do not want you to fail to write to me becauseI do 
not answer all your letters. One object for wishing you to write to me is 
to have you improve in writing by practice. 

When your father was here he related to me a conversation he had had 
with your teacher which gave me great pleasure. Your teacher says you 
are well behaved and gentlemanly in your deportment as a scholar, diligent 
and attentive as a student, of clear head and strong mind, and that you 
occupy, to a great extent, the position of leader among your fellow stu- 


dents. 
You can hardly understand how much I was gratified to hear this, be- 


cause I think you cannot understand the kind and extent of the interest I 
feel in your progress in life andyour welfare. The character given you by 
your teacher goes far towards making up the character of the true man. 
Allow me to give you a word of warning. If it be s0 that you occupy, 
to some extent, the position of leader or umpire among your fellows, that 
position has not only its pleasures and advantages, but its dangers and dif- 
ficulties. You must not allow yourself to become proud and overbearing. 
You must not use your position to put down any one who is weaker than 
yourself, either mentally or physically, but rather to support and defend 
such—in short, you must use your influence to see that “the right” is done 
at all times and under all circumstances, and you must not allow anything 
to make you flinch from seeing it done. You must not be quarrelsome. 
Avoid all personal difficulties, if possible, but if compelled to engage in 
such, then so bear yourself that your adversary will not wish to come in 
contact with you again. No man is fit to control others who cannot con- 


trol himself. 
Will you allow me to say a few words to you about smoking. I don’t 
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intend to scold. You are too old to bescolded. You are old enongh to be 
argued with—in short, you are‘in feeling, if not in years,a man. Your 
Aunt Jane [Mrs. Kirkwood] has scolded you for smoking. She made a mis- 
take in so doing, but you should not feel angry with her so doing, because 
in what she did she acted for what she thought your good. She has borne 
much for and from you. Youshould bear much for and from her. I do 
not intend to scold you aboutsmoking. I do not intend to ask you to quit 
smoking as a personal favor to myself, because this might look like trying 
to use a personal influence with you. LIintend merely to reason the matter 
with you. A perfect man, aside from all questions of religion and morals, 
is a man who has a sound mind ina sound body. Now, smoking injures 
both mental and physical health, weakens both mind and body. Examine 
and see if this is not so. Talk with medical men and those who are not 
medical, on the subject; read books that treat of it; then if you find the 
facts to be as I have stated, determine what you should do. Have younot 
the courage to do what is right and necessary for your health? The habit 
with you is new and therefore more easily broken. Think of all this and 
write me what you think. 

I send youa copy of my inaugural address. It is praised by some of 
my party friends and denounced by some of my party enemies. You are 
neither one or the other. Write me just what you think about it. Write 
me what you think about all these things. Take your time to do so, half a 
dozen evenings if necessary, and a half a dozen sheets of paper, if neces- 
sary. I will read it all. You are at entire liberty to show this to your 
father, if you want to talk about it with him, and I think it would be well 
for you to do so. He may help you to read it; perhaps his help may be 
necessary. Very truly, your friend and affectionate uncle, 

8. J. Kirxwoop. 


ANOTHER PORTRAIT OF GOVERNOR KIRKWOOD. 


Mrs. Catharine M. Adams who resides three or four miles 
southwest of the capitol, has presented to the Historical De- 
partment an oil portrait of Gov. Samuel J. Kirkwood, painted 
by her uncle, Marshall Talbot, an artist who resided in Des 
Moines during the civil war. In the opinions of most peo- 
ple who knew the war governor, it is an excellent likeness of 
him at that time. It has been varnished and otherwise 
put in repair, without, however, changing the work of the 
artist in any respect. There has been no attempt at “restor- 
ation.’” We consider this painting a valuable acquisition to 
the treasures of the State Historical Art Gallery. 
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The Editor of THz Annas has repeatedly urged the 
friends of Mr. Talbot to furnish a sketch of his life for these 
pages, but unsuccessfully up to this time. The writer saw 
him on many occasions and heard and read much concerning 
him. He was an active, local politician—a prominent figure 
at caucuses and conventions. As an artist, opinions were 
quite diverse. His friends regarded him as a neglected gen- 
ius. That he was a man of ability is sufficiently evidenced 
by his illustrated contributions to Harper’s Magazine. His 
eccentricity is shown by the fact that when near his end he 
wished to be “buried” in a tree, after the fashion of the 
Sioux Indians. He lived, it is said, in chronic fear of pre- 
mature burial. His death occurred at Polk City about the 
year 1878. 


LEAVING THE STATE. 


Intelligence reached us last month that Henry W. Lathrop, a resident 
of Iowa City for more than forty years, had removed to Sioux Falls, South 
Dakota. Mr. Lathrop is now far advanced in life, being near his 80th 
birthday. He will live with a married daughter who resides at the place 
whither he has gone to spend his remaining days. Mr. Lathrop has been 
a most useful citizen in many ways. The first we heard of him he was one 
of the reporters for the daily press in the convention (1857) which framed 
the present constitution of our State. His portrait appears among those 
connected with the deliberations of that body. Since those days he has 
written much for the newspaper press, though residing for the most part 
on his beautiful farm on the west side of the river opposite Iowa City. 
He has, however, been more conspicuously known through his life of Gov- 
ernor Samuel J. Kirkwood, and his various writings for The Jowa Histori- 
cal Record. For many years he took quite a conspicuous part in the de- 
liberations of the State Horticultural Society. His writings, largely rec- 
ords of what has passed under his own observation, will thus have a per- 
manent place in the publications of his times, and become matters of ref- 
erence in coming years. His life has been a praiseworthy one. And now 
it is but natural that he should choose to spend his declining years with 
his own kindred, even though he leaves the State he loves so well. The 
men of his day—Samuel J. Kirkwood, T. 8. Parvin, Samuel Trowbridge, 
Robert Lucas, M. W. Davis, W. F. Coolbaugh, Ezekiel Clark, and scores of 
others who might be named—are mostly dead, or like himself well stricken 
in years. Mr, Lathrop always had a friendly regard for Tux ANNaxs and 
the Historical Department. In fact, when the rooms were first opened in 
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the basement story of the capitol, on the morning of July 1, 1892, without 
as yet a chair or other piece of: furniture, he was one of three men who 
passed in to survey the vacant rooms. Since that time he has been a val- 
ued contributor to this work. 

As we are closing these pages we learn also with regret that another be- 
loved pioneer citizen, the Honorable A. B. F. Hildreth, of Charles City, has 
removed to Boston, Mass., where he is likely to spend his remaining days. 
He also is an octogenarian. Mr. Hildreth was the pioneer journalist of 
Charles City, having founded his paper, The Intelligencer, at that place in 
1856. He is the oldest living Iowa journalist in all that part of the State 
north of Des Moines. In the old days that was the finest looking weekly 
paper in Iowa. It was edited with taste and ability and on the right side 
of all questions of education and morals. Mr. Hildreth served on the 
State Board of Edueation in 1858-62, and in the house of representatives 
of the 10th general assembly. He introduced in the Board of Education 
the subject of the co-education of the sexes in the State University, and 
advocated it ably and persistently until it became the law of the State. He 
was an exception to country editors of his time, from the fact that he ac- 
quired a handsome fortune. Among the treasures of the Historical Depart- 
ment of Iowa are a complete file of The Charles City Intelligencer, from the 
first number until it passed eut of Mr. Hildreth’s hands, and his portrait 
from the easel of Charles A. Cumming. 

In thus recording the departure from our State of these esteemed pio- 
neer citizens the writer takes occasion to express the hope that they may 
still be spared many happy years. They will live in the memory of our 
people as among the most esteemed of the makers of Iowa. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


A LETTER FROM DR. CHARLES A WHITE. 


Dear Mr. Axpric#: The compositor who set up my biographical 
sketch of Dr. W. H. Barris, in the last (October) number of Tor ANNALS 
made me say, on page 219, second line from the bottom, that the good doc- 
tor was endowed by nature with a most “congenial” spirit, an error of syn- 
tax that I did not commit, as I there wrote “genial.” I plead guilty, how- 
ever, to having failed to detect that error when I read the proof, an over- 
sight that is all the more grave because, in the case of my contributions to 
Tuer ANNALS, you have seldom, if ever, deemed it necessary to exercise your 
accustomed searching editorial revision of the final proofs. 

In this connection it may be well to refer to another typographical error 
in the same issue of Tar ANnNaxs, which occurs in the bottom line of page 
225. It is there stated that Judge Charles Mason “settled in Burlington, 
Iowa, then in Michigan territory, in 1837.” The error is apparent when it 
is remembered that the region which is now the State of Iowa was trans- 
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ferred from the jurisdiction of Michigan territory to that of Wisconsin ter- 
ritory in 1836, and that it became Iowa territory in 1838. Burlington was, 
therefore, in Wisconsin territory when Judge Mason settled there. 

The occurrence of minor errors like these seems to be inevitable, even 
with the greatest vigilance; but while it is desirable to correct them, they 
cannot seriously impair the great and increasing value which all readers 
recognize in Tue ANNALs under your rehabilitation and editorial manage- 
ment, Cuaruss A. WHITE. 

Wasurnerton, D. C., Nov. 15, 1901. 


ANOTHER LETTER FROM GOY. KIRKWOOD. 


Mr. Prueasant, Iowa, Oct. 15, 1901. 

My Dear Sre: Some time since in looking over a bundle of old papers 
belonging to my father during his lifetime, I found the enclosed letter from 
Governor Kirkwood to Col. Cyrus Bussey. I have regarded it as containing 
matters of more than personal interest, and therefore send it to you, and if 
it has any value you may retain it in your collection. 

The letter is read with a better understanding, when it is known that 
during the early days of the war, and the few years preceding the opening 
of the great conflict, Salem, in the south part of Henry county, and not far 
distant from the Missouri line, was an important station on the under- 
ground railroad, and escaping slaves often found harbor and sustenance 
there. By reason of such conditions there was, as I well remember, alarm 
felt during the early days of 1861, because of open threats of the Missou- 
rians that a raid would be made upon the village, and it was to protect 
against such that I assume the order contained in the letter was given. At 
the time this note was written my father was a resident of Salem and 
a member of the general assemhly from Henry county, and I presume he 
secured from Governor Kirkwood this order to Col. Bussey in the interests 


of the community he represented. Yours very sincerely, 
W. 8S. Wirnrow. 


Mr, Cuaguzes AtpRicH, Des Moines, Iowa. 


Cou. Busssy: If you possibly can do so, spare some arms 
to Salem. They are in daily fear of an attack, and as the reb- 
els seem to have a proclivity in these days for destroying rail- 
roads, and Salem is a station on a leading road, there is some 


cause for fear. Very truly, 
July 27, 1861. Samus J, Kinkwoop. 


r 
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NOTABLE DEATHS. 


Rr. Rev. Toomas Marruras LenrHan was born at Dubuque, Iowa, May 
12, 1845; he died at Marshalltown, Iowa, Dec. 16, 1901. He was educated 
for the priesthood at the Catholic schools at Bardstown, Ky., Cape Girar- 
deau, Mo., and Milwaukee, Wis. After he was ordained he became pastor 
of St. Benedict’s church at Decorah, Iowa, where he remained from 1868 to 
1870. He went thence to Ft. Dodge, where he took charge of Corpus 
Christi church, and remained until he was appointed Bishop of Cheyenne. 
Immediately upon receiving his promotion he crossed the Atlantic and 
visited Rome. Some time later he spent more than a year in European 
travel, mainly on account of his health. On his return he went to his new 
field of labor, which did not prove a fortunate one. He had been suffering 
several years with some form of heart disease, which was further aggra- 
vated by the high altitude of Cheyenne. His rapid decline was attributed 
to this change. Bishop Lenihan was one of the ablest and most widely 
known missionary priests of the Middle West. Aside from his great learn- 
ing he was a man of large executive ability and much force of character. 
Fortunate in the possession of engaging manners, he was quite as popular 
and influential with Protestants as with his own people. This was shown 
by his success in the erection of his splendid church in Ft. Dodge. He 
was able to induce people who were not Catholics to make liberal contri- 
butions toward the erection of the edifice, which, at that time, was one of 
the finest Catholic churches in Iowa. When he went to Ft. Dodge his par- 
ish extended far beyond the limits of Webster county, necessitating visits 
to many points throughout the northwestern quarter of the State. But 
gradually, as the country was settled, the territory was divided and sub- 
divided, creating other parishes, until only Ft. Dodge and some portions 
of the adjacent farming country remained in his church. But he haddone 
his work so well that very soon after he had left for Cheyenne, Archbishop 
Hennessy deemed it advisable to erect three parishes—much to the regret 
of the people—from the congregation of Corpus Christi. Bishop Leni- 
han’s circle of friends was a wide one, including not only his large acquaint- 
ance in and outside of his church, in Iowa and Wyoming, but such emin- 
ent dignitaries as Cardinals Gibbons, Satolli and Martinelli, and Areh- 
bishops Ireland and Ryan. His brother, Rev. M. C. Lenihan, at whose 
home the Bishop died, is pastor of the Catholic church at Marshalltown, 
and his cousin, Rev. B. OC. Lenehan, of the Church of the Sacred Heart at 
Boone. The family is well known throughout the State. The death of 
“Father Tom,” as he was familiarly called a generation ago, was the occa- 
sion of profound and widespread regret. 


Wiitr1amM Frron Conzrap was born in Ithaca, N. Y., Noy. 7, 1826; he died 
in Des Moines, Iowa, Dec. 20,1901. His paternal grandfather was a sol- 
dier in the revolution, rising to the grade of major. Judge Conrad was 
educated at the Wesleyan Seminary at Lima, N. Y., and at the Wesleyan 
University at Middleton, Conn. He engaged awhile in teaching, mean- 
time studying law. He came to Iowa and settled in Burlington in 1855. 
In August of that year he enlisted in the 25th Iowa Infantry, and was at 
once appointed sergeant-major. He rose to the rank of captain, his com- 
mission bearing the signature of Abraham Lincoln. He was captured by 
the Confederates at Raymond, Miss., May 24, 1863, and spent a year and a 
half in prison, including some timein the Libby at Richmond. He escaped 
at Columbia, 8. C., and after walking 500 miles, evading bloodhounds and 
armed men, reached the Union lines at Knoxville, Tenn. Obtaining a leave 
of absence of 30 days, he came home to Iowa. But before his leave of ab- 
sence expired he was ordered to Fort Snelling, Minn., where he remained 
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until the close of the war. He removed to Canton, Mo., in 1865, and began 
the practice of the law. In 1876 he returned to Iowa, settling in Des Moines, 
and engaged in the practice of his profession. Ten years later he was 
elected to the district bench where he served until his death. Judge Con- 
rad’s life had been an eventful one, deserving more space in its narration 
than we can devote to it at this time. His record as a man and a soldier 
is without blot or stain. His fifteen years of able and arduous service on 
the bench brought him the highest praise from the entire community. He 
was a loyal and abiding friend, and in every respect an excellent Christian 
gentleman. The journals of Des Moines devoted many columns to sketches 
of his useful career and estimates of his character and abilities. 


Henry Hosprrs was born in Hoog Blokland, the Netherlands, Feb. 6, 
1830; he died in Orange City, Sioux county, Iowa, Oct. 21, 1901. He came 
to America in 1840, and settled in Pella, Marion county, where he lived un- 
til 1870, when he led a new colony to northwestern Iowa, and settled at 
Orange City. While living at Pella he was elected mayor of the town. His 
advent in Sioux county was during the reign of one of the old court house 
rings which had been flourishing for several years in many county seats in 
northwestern Iowa. Many of the counties were steeped in debt. The 
“authorities” issued county warrants without stint, and were engaged in 
schemes to squander the school andswamp land funds. Mr. Hospers re- 
deemed his county from the clutches of one of these rings, and was instru- 
mental in making it one of the best governed counties in the State. He 
became a banker at Orange City, acquiring considerable wealth. He was 
elected a member of the house of the 22d and 23d general assemblies, and 
later on served a term of four years in the senate. While a quiet man for 
the most part, he still had much influence, arising from his well known 
business character and integrity. He was regarded as the father of the 
prosperous town of Orange City, and was held in the highest respect by all 
who knew him. Few men have done more for the cause of public edu- 
cation. Cyrenus Cole, in his article on Pella, which was published in Tuz 
Awnwnats for January, 1898. paid a high tribute to Mr. Hospers, and the arti- 
cle was accompanied by a portrait of that excellent man. In his death the 
State of Iowa lost one of its most upright men and useful citizens. 


Frank H. Prayey was born in Eastport, Me., Jan. 18, 1850; he died in 
Chicago, Ill., Dec. 30,1901. Mr. Peavey came to Sioux City, Iowa, in 1867, 
where he first found employment with the agricultural implement firm of 
the Messrs. Booge & Co. Since that time his rise to the high position he 
occupied at his death has been phenomenally rapid. He removed to Minne- 
apolis in 1884, where he became one of the largest owners of grain eleva- 
tors inthis country if not in the world. He was alsoa large owner of rail- 
road properties and of lake steamers. Starting as a newsboy at Hastport, 
Maine, at the age of 14, he had become the possessor of millions. It would 
require many pages to enumerate the business interests—many of the first 
magnitude—with which he was connected. Personally, he was one of the 
most commanding figures and finest looking men, and socially and at all 
times a most pleasant gentleman. He was also the dispenser of liberal 
charities—a large-hearted, broad-minded philanthropist. For many years 
he had taken a deep interest in the newsboys of Mirneapolis, and had ar- 
ranged to give to every one at the end of the year double the amount he 
had saved. He was also a generous giver in the founding of hospitals and 
libraries. His wife was a daughter of the late Judge George G. Wright, 
of Des Moines. Asa former Iowa business man of the highest and best 
type, Mr. Peavey deserves a more extended notice than can be given in 
this place. The newspapers of Sioux City, Des Moines, Minneapolis and 
St. Paul, of Dec. 31, 1901, paid the highest tributes to his memory. 
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Dr. Micnart Ganst was born in Botetourt county, Virginia, June 17, 
1815; he died at Coon Rapids, Iowa, October 5, 1891. In 1833 he removed 
to Dayton, Ohio, where he studied medicine with his brother, Dr. Silas Garst. 
He finished his medical studies at Jefferson Medical College, Philadelphia, 
where he graduated in 1837. He returned to Dayten, where he practiced 
his profession for some years, and where he engaged also in the real estate 
business. He served as surgeon of the 71st Illinois Infantry. After his 
return from the war be migrated to Iowa and settled on a farm, which is 
now within the corporate limits of the city of Boone. The Coon Rapids 
Enterprise says of Dr. Garst: “He was a rugged character, of ideal habits 
and had no patience with shams. His correct idea of life—of how one 
should live, was carried scrupulously even into dress, his apparel always 
being faultless, and instead of permitting himself to become bent with age 
he carried himself erect, being as straight as anarrow. His life isa splen- 
did example to young men, in fact, to all men. It teaches that one should 
retain an intense interest in life to the last, keep informed, keep one’s life 
clean, be ambitious and exact in all things, even to little things. With 
his other virtues he was always cheerful, sociable and entertaining.” 


Cou. Dorus M. Fox was born in Adams, N. Y., Nov. 20,1817; he died in 
Des Moines, Nov. 20,1901. He began his business life as a clerk in a gro- 
cery store in Detroit, Mich., later on serving in a dry goods house in the 
same capacity. Healso taught school at Milford, Mich., about the year 1837. 
In 1840 he removed to Lyons, Mich., where he resided for the next thirty 
years, engaging in the mercantile and milling business. At the beginning 
of the civil war he enlisted in the 9th Michigan Infantry, where he was rap- 
idly promoted until he reached the grade of major in September, 1861. 
When the 27th Michigan Infantry was organized he was made its colonel. 
His military service brought him much credit, and he was finally discharged 
on account of wounds received in the operations around Petersburg, Va., 
in 1864. He settled in Chicago and entered into business, but his property 
was completely destroyed in the great fire. After that he was mainly en- 
gaged in newspaper work and the writing of books. In 1886 he came to 
Des Moines, which was afterwards his home. He possessed considerable 
ability as a writer, and at his death left in manuscript a life of the Marquis 
de Lafayette, which is pronounced by those who have read it to be a work 
of high merit. 


PrrrerR Meuenpy was born in Cincinnati, O., Feb. 9, 1823; he died in 
Cedar Falls, Iowa, Oct. 18,1901. Mr. Melendy eame to Iowa in the early 
fifties and from that time to the day of his death was almost constantly in 
public life, and often an important factor in the growth, progress and pol- 
itics of the State. He served as United States marshal, secretary of the 
State Agricultural Society, three terms as mayor of Cedar Falls, and in va- 
rious other positions under the State and general governments. He wasa 
trustee of the agricultural college for fourteen years, and was in other ways 
prominently identified with the educational interests of the State. In the 
beginning of our marvelous railroad development he was also a leader. He 
was a delegate to national, State and district conventions times without 
number. He had also held many important positions in Ohio before com- 
ing to Iowa. In fact, it would require many pages of this magazine to tell 
the story of this useful life. Mr, Melendy was a man of fine personal qual- 
ities, and enjoyed the confidence of the people where he lived as well as of 
leading men throughout the State. In his death the State has lost one of 
its most useful and widely known pioneer citizens. 


Hues Rep BenxnaP was born in Keokuk, Iowa, Sept. 1, 1860; he died 
at Luzon, in the Philippine Islands, Nov. 12,1901. He was the son of 
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Gen. William Worth Belknap, the distinguished Iowa soldier and secretary 
of war. His education was begun in the Keokuk high school and com- 
pleted at the Phillips Exeter Academy, N. H., and at Andover. Soon after 
his school days he entered the employment of the Baltimore and Ohio R. 
R. Co., becoming chief clerk tothe general manager. He afterwards opened 
a law office in Chicago. While engaged in the practice of his profession 
he was elected to congress, where he served two terms. Last spring he 
received from President McKinley the appointment of major and paymas- 
ter in the regular army, and was sent to the Philippines, where he fell a 
victim to disease incident to that climate. Major Belknap was well known 
throughout this State. He was a genial, excellent gentleman, whose early 
death will be deplored, especially by the old soldiers who served in the civil 
war in the commands led by his father. He was the last member of the 
family of the late Gen. Belknap and leaves no children. 


Preston M. Surron was born in Kalamazoo, Mich., Feb. 22, 1845; he 
died at Marshalltown, Iowa, Nov. 19,1901. He was educated at the North- 
ern Illinois Normal school, at Normal, Ill. He came to Iowa in 1860, locating 
near Albion, where he was for a time employed to take charge of the math- 
ematical department of the Iowa Lutheran college. At the outbreak of 
the civil war he enlisted in Co. A, Sixth Iowa Cavalry, in which he served 
two years. After the war he settled in Marshalltown where he was for a 
time principal of the public schools. He was chosen clerk of the courts, 
which position he held fpur years. During this time he read law and was 
admitted to the bar, becoming a partner with Judge H. C. Henderson and 
A. L. Merriam. He served a term in the State senate, including the ses- 
sions of 1884 and ’86—20th and 21st general assemblies. He took an active 
part in securing temperance legislation and in establishing the Soldiers’ 
Home at Marshalltown. Asacriminal lawyer he became widely known 
throughout the State. He was a man of marked ability, positive and un- 
yielding in his convictions, and before he fell a victim to ill-health was 
active and influential. 


Wixii1am A. Dinwipprz was born at La Porte, Ind., Aug. 26, 1839; he 
died at Palmyra, Wis., Nov. 4,1901. He received his education in the pub- 
lic schools, and afterwards taught school for about two years, when he en- 
tered Jefferson Medical College, Philadelphia, from which he took his de- 
gree of M. D., in 1860. He did not, however, practice medicine, as he had 
early decided upon a military career. He was appointed cadet at West 
Point, and had passed the necessary examinations, but before the time 
came to enter that school, the civil war broke out, and he volunteered as a 
private soldier, joining the 22d Iowa Infantry. He was at once made hos- 
pital steward, and soon became assistant surgeon. Heserved with the regi- 
ment until it was mustered out in 1865. After the close of hostilities, he 
served several months in the provost marshal’s department. He entered 
the regular army in 1866 as second lieutenant and was promoted to first 
lieutenant in 1874. He was retired from active service from injuries re- 
ceived in the line of duty, in 1866, having spent eighteen years in the U.S. 
army. After that time he was connected with several educational institu- 
tions as instructor in military tactics. 


Mrs. Mary A. BiokeRDYKE was born in Knox county, Ohio, near the 
town of Mt. Vernon, July 19, 1817, and died Nov. 8, 1901, at the home of 
her son in Bunker Hill, Kansas. “Mother Bickerdyke,” as she was called, 
was known and loved throughout the country for her heroic work as a 
nurse during the civil war. She came of revolutionary ancestors, her 
grandfather having served under Washington. At the age of 25 she mar- 
ried and removed with her husband to Galesburg, Ill., where he died before 
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the beginning of the civil war. She began her work as volunteer nurse, 
but was soon appointed an agent for the Sanitary Commission. Her labors 
for the soldiers in the field, in hospitals and prisons, at Shiloh, Corinth, 
Memphis, with Sherman’s army, at Andersonville, and other places, made 
her name famous. Her splendid constitution, courage and zeal, eminently 
fitted her for the arduous life she had undertaken. She was pensioned by 
the government in 1886. Although not an lowa woman, her care of Iowa 
soldiers has made her name a household word in our State. 


Joun ParrEs was born in Canada 81 years ago; he died at Hot Springs, 
8. D., Nov. 30,1901. He removed to Iewa about the year 1850, settling 
first in Bremer county. He was appointed Auditor of Public Accounts by 
Gov. J. W. Grimes in 1855, to fill a vacancy, and elected to the same place 
the following year. His regular term expired Jan. 3, 1859. He entered 
the military service early in the civil war, and was variously connected 
with our 14th and-4ist Infantry regiments, and finally promoted to 
lieutenant-colonel of the 7th Iowa Cavalry. Since the war he has resided 
mostly in the Dakotas. The deceased veteran was related by marriage to 
Goy. Kirkwood, Ezekiel Clark, and the late Judge William Phillips of Des 
Moines. He held the office of State Auditor when the title was “auditor of 
public accounts,” and during his service it was changed to its present des- 
ignation, “auditor of state.’ His record of public service in Iowa was in 
all respects creditable. 


Ronin V. ANKENY was born at Somerset, Pa., May 22, 1830; he died in 
Des Moines, Iowa, Dec. 24,1901. He read medicine after his school days, 
but did not practice it as a profession. He settled on a farm near Free- 
port, Ill., where he resided several years. He entered the military service 
in 1861, becoming orderly sergeant, first lieutenant, and captain in the 15th 
Illinois Infantry. He was present at the battles of Fort Donelson and 
Shiloh. In 1864 he organized the 142d Illinois Infantry, serving with it 
until the end of the war, when he was mustered out with the rank of brig- 
adier-general. He was connected with The Freeport Journal for some years, 
but removed to Des Moines in 1879, where he resided until his death. He 
had served in various public positions under the general and State govern- 
ments, becoming especially well known locally from his discharge of the 
duties of coroner of Polk county for several years. 


WrtLi1aAM Puinurps was born in Steubenville, O., Sept. 27,1827; he died 
in Phoenix, Arizona, Nov. 27,1901. He was born on a farm and received 
a collegiate education. In 1851 he migrated to Illinois and settled in Peo- 
ria, where he engaged in merchandizing, but having a love for the legal 
profession, he studied law and was admitted to practice in 1854. Coming 
to this State, he first settled on a farm in Greene county, near Jefferson, 
which town he assisted in laying out. He came to Des Moines in 1856, 
where he remained in the practice of his profession until his death. Dur- 
ing this period he had as partners such distinguished men as Hon. Curtis 
Bates, Col. C. H. Gatch, Maj. David Ryan, Judge James G. Day (former 
chief justice of Iowa,) Col. E. J. Goode and W. B. Crosby. He occupied 
a prominent position at the bar and was held in high esteem throughout 
the wide circle of his acquaintance. 


A. H. Borxry was born in Clark county, O., Oct. 3, 1820; he died at his 
home in Des Moines, Oct. 21, 1901. Capt. Botkin served in the civil war 
as lieutenant and afterwards as captain in the 79th Ohio. At the close of 
the war he came to Des Moines which place, with the exception of one year, 
has since been his home. He has occupied various positions of honor and 
trust. He was at one time superintendent of the East Des Moines schools; 
he served as justice of the peace for Lee township; and once held the posi- 
tion of chief of police. He was prominent in Grand Army circles. 


tice 


United States Judge of the Northern District of Iowa. 


OLIVER P, SHIRAS, 


